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Praise God for Snowy Days
So one time Jesus and the disciples were on the road headed to Jerusalem when ten lepers
approached them. They cried out to Jesus for mercy. Jesus responded by telling them to go and show
themselves to the priests. A priest was the only one who could declare them clean and ready to return to
life in their communities and with their families. As the lepers turned to go to the temple, one leper noticed
that he had already been healed and quickly returned to Jesus to praise God with a loud voice. “Where are
the other nine?” Jesus asked, “Has only a foreigner returned to praise God?” For you see, the leper who
returned was a Samaritan—and you know how everyone felt about Samaritans. “Your faith has made you
well,” said Jesus.
No matter who we are or how we feel, we can always turn and praise God with our loud voices in
thanksgiving for all God has done for us. It is easy to do when wonderful things happen to us, but can we
do it when things aren’t going so well? Can we do it even when we feel buried in snow, Covid, and
isolation? Well . . . let’s try. Here goes . . .
Praise God for snow and ice, and the cold and wind that nourishes the earth and gives it respite.
Praise God for a Covid vaccine and the minds who created it. Praise God for falling Covid numbers. Praise
God for warm places to sleep at night. Praise God for all those who provide food in so many and various
ways. Praise God for all things that provide comfort, care, and life.
Praise God for this Lenten season and the many ways in which we will be touched and awakened by
your presence in our lives. Praise God for Lenten ashes that remind us of who we are, remember that we
are dust and to dust we shall return. Praise God for life that is born from your death on the cross.
Praise God for a faith community that connects us to your holy word and meal and brings us into
the presence of other faithful followers of Jesus that we might be the Body of Christ in the world. Praise
God for Trinity Lutheran Church as we celebrate 125 years of mission and ministry. The first worship
service of our congregation was held August 11th, 1895 and the building in which we worship was
consecrated on August 21st, 1897.
We praise God that in celebration of these events, our new bishop, Bishop Christopher DeForest,
will preach on Sunday, August 8th of this year. This will kick off our 125th anniversary celebration. Praise
God for our Mutual Ministries Team who is laying a foundation for this celebration over the coming
months—a celebration that may well extend into 2022 as we continue to hope and wait for the coronavirus
to abate.
Praise God for a congregation that has been vigilant and attentive to safety protocols throughout
this pandemic. We praise God that one day we will sing together again and be in fellowship together again.
We praise God for the ongoing ministries of Trinity as we continue to move forward in the mission of the
greater church. We praise God for the generous hearts who have sustained those ministries with time,
talent, and treasures.
Praise God for Generosity Sunday on April 11th when we will celebrate the generosity of Trinity’s
church family. Praise God for Pastor Sue Fox who will be our guest preacher. And in lieu of a sit down thank
you lunch we will provide box lunches that can be picked up after worship that day, or at curbside by those
sheltering in place, or delivered to those unable to pick up.
Praise God for even those things that seem “unpraisable.” Doing so goes a long way in reimagining
how we live with the difficulties and challenges of life. So let us praise God for the most unexpected
things—for even snow days are a gift that will soon reveal the miracle of creation’s new birth in the coming
of spring.
Peace and grace, Pr. Julie

Upcoming Events
The Annual Congregational Meeting for reception of reports and adoption of endowment and rental
management budgets will be held following worship on Sunday 3/14. Reports will be available in the
narthex by 3/7 and will be emailed to everyone who has an email address on record in the office.

Wednesdays in Lent
Study and devotional time will be offered Wednesdays in Lent beginning February 24th at 7:00 p.m. We will
study various Psalms and how they speak to us during times of upheaval and hardship. Following is the ID
number and Passcode for these Wednesdays. We will use the same ID and Passcode each week. If you
cannot Zoom by computer/tablet/phone, it is possible to dial in or simply call someone who is Zooming
and they can put you on speaker phone. You should be able to hear and be heard quite well.
Julie Osterhout is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Trinity Wernersville Wednesdays in Lent
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82523035881?pwd=RjRsbzRVdnVQRmx3M242UjlxZUh4Zz09
Meeting ID: 825 2303 5881
Passcode: 999444
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcOOLegM8

Holy Week
Palm Sunday of the Passion with Holy Communion Sunday, March 28, 10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 1, in person worship and Holy Communion 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 2, in person Tenebre Service 7:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil, Saturday April 3, in person beginning outside with bonfire 7:30 p.m.
Resurrection of Our Lord, Sunday worship and Holy Communion April 4 in person 10:30 a.m.

Easter Flower signup begins this Sunday (2/28) thru 3/14. Cost of flowers is
$10.00. Flowers will be used to adorn the chancel at Easter vigil and on Easter
morning. You may take your plant after service on Easter morning .
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Prayer Chain
If someone you know-- or you yourself-- are in need of prayer, allow us to add your prayer request to our
daily prayers. Prayers will always remain confidential. Prayer requests may be as detailed or as anonymous
as you prefer. Ex. "Pray for my Aunt Nellie who has cancer," or "Pray for healing for a friend." To activate the
prayer chain, please call Mary Young at 610-678-4470. If there is no answer, please leave a message or
call at a later time if you are not comfortable leaving a message. Your prayer request is important and we
do not want to miss it.
If you would be interested in helping with this ministry there are
no face to face meetings required, simply a desire to pray for
others and the world on a daily basis. Please see, call, text, or e-mail Pr. Julie for details. 717-687-8682
or k25music@aol.com

Just a reminder, if you have any Thrivent insurance or annuity products, then you may have Choice Dollars
to distribute. Formerly they advised you when this occurred but they no longer do this. You have to go
online and check. If you direct your choice dollars to Trinity, it goes to support our preschool. If you do not
direct your dollars, it is like throwing money away. Please check your account monthly, or at least
quarterly.

You are also eligible for activity grants. We have been funding our VBS through activity grants the last 2
years. Each account holder is eligible for 2-$250.00 grants a year. They can be used to fund things like
Strawberry Festival, Community Dinner, Generosity Sunday Dinner, etc. Please see Carol Koch or Pastor
Julie for more information. Again, not using available money is like throwing it away.
Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Allison Given, Beverly James, Janice Lamm, Sandra Miller,
April and Matthew Schwartz, Chrissy Sickler.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Dan Nace,
Rosie Putt, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.
Family and Friends: Wanda Barnett, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Peggy Guido, Glenn
Helbert, Kali, Betty Kauffman, Shirley Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Arlene Leese, Cindy Marsh, Murph,
Destiny Olivarares, Jake Powers, Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Dorothy Stone, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann
Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep ourprayer list current.
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is
$15.00. We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office,
Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need an Altar
Flower Sponsor for 3/21. We need bulletin sponsors for all the Sundays in March. Please sign up on the
appropriate chart in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for March: 3/7-Pamela Moyer in memory of her mother, 3/14-Scott and Betty Lou
Franzen in memory of Lydia Beth, 3/21-Open, 3/28-Pamela Moyer in memory of her mother and Annie
McKinney.
Helpers for March
Council Devotions: Wendell Byler
Altar Guild: Anne Marie Rinehimer
Communion Assistant: Barb Debiec
Lay Readers: 3/7-Aislin GIven, 3/14-Anne Marie Rinehimer, 3/21-Laura Miller, 3/28-Charlotte Moyer.
Ushers: 3/7-Lawry’s, 3/14-Bashore’s, 3/21-Kurtzes, 3/28-Givens.
Sound System: 3/7-Stephanie Kurtz, 3/14-Scott Franzen, 3/21-Wendell Byler, 3/28-Scott Franzen
Counters: 3/7-Debiec/Rinehimer, 3/14-Franzens, 3/21-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 3/28-Hummel/Jarsocrak.
Bulletin Assemblers: 3/3-Helen Hummel, 3/10-Mary Young, 3/17-Mary Jane Evans, 3/24-June Rapley,
3/31-Diane Brown.

Church Council Members
Harmony Wentzel, President 610-390-9986
Glen Given, Vice President 484-955-1780
Wendell Byler, 610-670-8512
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-451-6131
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Church Council Highlights for February
Approved the Endowment Budget for 2021.
The council will recommend we sell the rental property once the easing of the Pandemic makes it
feasible.
We still need 2 people on council, each to complete a two year term, They would replace Joe
Perrone and Laura Miller who have resigned after serving one year of their terms.
We also need 2 people for Endowment to replace people whose terms have expired.
Generosity Sunday is scheduled for April 11.
Lenten Offering Envelope will be sent in March with letter from pastor. All donations in this
envelope will go to the WBMD Food Pantry.
Working on plans for celebration of our 125th anniversary later this year. Our new bishop, Rev.
Christopher deForest will preach her on 8/8 as part of our celebration.
Next meeting is Wednesday, 3/17 @ 8 PM via Zoom.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for January
Average Weekly Giving in January 2021: $2,658.60
Average in January, 2020: $3,283.11
Total income in 2021: $13,293.00
Total income in 2020: $13,132.43
Total expenses in 2021: $14,490.76
Total expenses in 2020: $16,285.74
Total income in January: $13,132.43
Total expenses in January: $22,727.49
Percentage of Mission Support for 2021
to Synod: 8%, to Mission District: 8%
Thank you for your generosity.

