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He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how | know he lives?

He lives within my heart.
WORDS: Alfred H. Ackley, 1933
MUSIC:Alfred H. Ackley, 1933
© 1933 The Rodeheaver Co.

“He lives, he lives . . .” maybe you know this hymn, maybe you don’t. For me, this hymn brings back
many memories of Easter mornings past. Growing up in Groesbeck United Methodist Church, this
theologically suspect hymn was a staple of Easter morning worship. It was generally the hymn that we all
stood and sang together at the very beginning of the service.

This past Palm Sunday | sat in the nave of the very church in which we sang that hymn and
proceeded to cry myself through the entire service. The pew my father normally sat in was blocked off for
pandemic reasons and so | sat in the pew ahead of “his.” Dad always sat in the very last pew as older folks
often do because—inglorious as it may be—those pews tend to be closest to the rest rooms.

| was in fact confirmed in that church on Palm Sunday just 49 years earlier. | hadn’t thought of that
in years. But isn’t that what death often does? It opens our hearts and minds to memories—some of which
have been locked away by the expanse of decades.

As many of you know my father, Carl Grasham, died on Thursday, March 25t%. And as my family and
| sat together with him throughout his last days we unlocked those memories through our tears and
laughter as we listened to the strains of Benny Goodman, Bob Crosby, and so many other big bands.

It was clear Dad wanted to come home to die so we made that happen—even with the risk involved
in moving him—we made that happen. And as the music played our memories through the room, and as
we cradled his failing body amid soft murmurs of “I love you,” he slipped away.

It is how we come to the cross. Death comes before us and encircles us. It slips in and takes from
us what we love dearly. It lays upon us the burden of sorrow, grief, and tears. But then Easter morning
comes—or maybe Palm Sunday—when that song floated through my mind amid the cascading memories of
other Palm Sundays and Easter mornings. And through the less than pious looking pre-packaged wafer
and grape juice, | remembered what is always true, “He lives . . . Christ Jesus lives today!”

And so does Dad. He lives. He lives because Jesus promised. And that is all you and | need to know.
The Promise. It is a promise made by the one who never, ever breaks them. Dad is with all the others
now—the great cloud of withesses—the saints who have gone before us and now sit at the great high feast
sipping wine and eating the bread of life. He lives.

And that’s the whole point. As we come through Holy Week and make our way to the cross, and as
we will certainly celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death, and
the devil—all those things that would separate us from and take us away from our Lord. But thanks be to
God, the triumph of Jesus Christ on the cross destroys death and gives us life. Indeed, He lives.

In hope, we—who still slog through this earthly life—know what the promise is and we rejoice in the
one who is risen so that we, too, may rise up beyond the chains of death. May the living Christ always walk
and talk with us before life’s narrow way. You ask me how | know he lives? He lives within my heart.

Peace and grace, Pr. Julie



2021 Holy Week Schedule
April 1—7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Worship/Holy Communion
April 2—7:30 PM Good Friday Worship
April 20—7:30 PM Easter Vigil/Holy Communion
April 21—10:30 AM: The Resurrection of Our Lord/Holy Communion

RINITY LUTHERAN

PRESCHOOL

Fall 2021 Preschool Registration is open for students who will be ages 3 years to 4
years by September 1, 2021.

Please let your family and neighbors know we provide a faith-based educational
curriculum for 2, 3, or 4 mornings a week including a full day once a week, based on
the size of enroliment

More information and Registration forms are on our newly designed website
trinitywernersville.org .

As part of our mission to the community, we hope to provide scholarship grants based
on economic need, as we did this current year. Unlike last year, we were not chosen
by a local business to receive Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) funding for
next year which is part of the state program for encouraging Early Childhood
Education. We are hoping to fund at least $1200, again, in grant money through other
donations. This could be done through our Endowment Fund, Thrivent Choice Dollars,
and personal donations.

If you or your business would like to make a donation toward Trinity Preschool’s
scholarship fund or have any questions, please contact a Preschool Board member or
Betty Lou Franzen.

Prayer Chain
If someone you know-- or you yourself-- are in need of prayer, allow us to add your prayer request to our
daily prayers. Prayers will always remain confidential. Prayer requests may be as detailed or as anonymous
as you prefer. Ex. "Pray for my Aunt Nellie who has cancer," or "Pray for healing for a friend." To activate the
prayer chain, please call Mary Young at 610-678-4470. If there is no answer, please leave a message or
call at a later time if you are not comfortable leaving a message. Your prayer request is important and we
do not want to miss it.

If you would be interested in helping with this ministry there are no face to face meetings required, simply
a desire to pray for others and the world on a daily basis. Please see, call, text, or e-mail Pr. Julie for
details. 717-687-8682 or k25music@aol.com

2



Thank yow to-those of yow who-have divected your Choice Dollars to-
Trindy this year. It s most appreciated:

Just a reminder, if you have any Thrivent insurance or annuity products, then you may have Choice Dollars
to distribute. Formerly they advised you when this occurred but they no longer do this. You have to go
online and check. If you direct your choice dollars to Trinity, it goes to support our preschool. If you do not
direct your dollars, it is like throwing money away. Please check your account monthly, or at least
quarterly.

You are also eligible for activity grants. We have been funding our VBS through activity grants the last 2

years. Each account holder is eligible for 2-$250.00 grants a year. They can be used to fund things like

Strawberry Festival, Community Dinner, Generosity Sunday Dinner, etc. Please see Carol Koch or Pastor
Julie for more information. Again, not using available money is like throwing it away.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Allison Given, Janice Lamm, Sandra Miller.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Dan Nace,
Rosie Putt, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.
Family and Friends: Wanda Barnett, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Fern Ervin, Peggy Guido,
Glenn Helbert, Kali, Betty Kauffman, Shirley Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Cindy Marsh, Murph, Destiny
Olivarares, Jake Powers, Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Chrissy Sickler, Dorothy Stone, Jerry Zachousk, and
Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for February
Average Weekly Giving in February 2021: $3935.75
Average in February, 2020: $3,629.75
Total income in 2021: $29,036.00
Total income in 2020: $27,651.43
Total expenses in 2021: $29,067.80
Total expenses in 2020: $31,448.64
Total income in February: $15,743.00
Total expenses in February: $14,577.04
Percentage of Mission Support for 2021
to Synod: 17%, to Mission District: 17%
Thank you for your generosity.



eeR\(S SCHUYLKILL

FRESH FOOD BANK
February 23, 2021

Trinity Lutheran Church
Mr. Peter Schmehl

130 South Walnut Street
Wernersville, PA 19565

Dear Mr. Schmehl:

Thank you for your recent donation of $1,156.00 to Helping Harvest. Your gift will help us
provide much needed nourishment to our neighbors in need throughout Berks and Schuylkill
Counties.

As you are aware, 2020 was a very difficult year. Thousands of local families suddenly found
thernselves in a situation they never thought they would be in — turning to a local food pantry for
help. However, because of supporters like you, we were able to respond to this crisis. Your
donations allowed us to acquire and distribute nearly 11 million pounds of food, the most we
have ever distributed in a year, to meet this surge of demand. Your generosity also allowed us to
establish additional programs to address the urgent needs of our neighbors — including 8 new
Mobile Market locations and 6 new food pantries.

We sincerely appreciate that at this time, when we are all more conscious of our budgets, you
have generously chosen to set aside money to help those less fortunate. With your continued help
we will be able to continue to meet the increased demands for food assistance in our community,
helping our hungry neighbors in their greatest time of need.

If you have any questions, please email me at jworrall@helpingharvest.org or call me at 610-
926-5802, ext. 202.

—YourFriend; —_—

Jay Worrall
President

Donation Amount: $1,156.00
Check Number: 18121
Check Date: 2/16/2021
Donation from advent folders

This amount was sent to-Helping Hawrvest due to-yowur generosity i
contributing withv your Advent special offering.
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Owr endowment dolars at work:

Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service

February 4, 2021

Trinity Lutheran Church

The Rev. Julie Grasham Osterhout
130 South Walnut St
Wernersville, PA 19565

Dear Pastor Grasham Osterhout and Friends,

Thank you for the incredible commitment you showed to refugees and migrants in 2020. Your generosity provided us
the funding needed to keep our iegacy of welcome during a very challenging time. Your investment enabled usto

uphold the values of compassion, human rights, family unity, and dignity for those seeking safety from war and
persecution.

Your total 2020 contributions to LIRS: $500.00

In anticipation of the changes to our immigration policies and system, we’re prayerfully preparing for a time when
more refugees and immigrants can feel the presence of God’s love through our work. With your support, we can
continue to welcome and stand alongside vulnerable families seeking safety and asylum and provide them with hope
and a new beginning. We will ensure that children who have been orphaned or separated from loved ones find loving
homes and make sure that those trapped in immigration detention never feel alone. And, we will continue to be a
voice for the most vulnerable, advocating for the compassionate treatment of refugees and migrants.

I’'m so grateful for your generosity and commitment of our mission, and you have made an impact in the lives of
refugee and migrant families. Thank you so much for your ongoing generosity to LIRS!

With deep gratitude,

Andrew G. Steele
Vice President for Development and Outreach

PS. The total contribution amount does not include gifts-in-kind donations. The value of any item, regardless of the
amount, is used for internal gift reporting only. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service is unable to include the
estimated value on a donor receipt or acknowledgement. It is the responsibility of the donor to substantiate the fair
market value for his/her own tax purposes.

PSS. The total contribution amount may or may not contain Donor Advised or IRA QCD donations. Please consult with
the institution that administered your donation for a tax receipt, if applicable.

This letter confirms your total 2020 tax-deductible gifts of $500.00 to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and assures
that no goods or services were received in response to your contributions.

National Headauaters: 700 Liaht Street. Baltimore. Marvland 21230 | Phone: 877-291-7061 | Email: aivina@lirs.ora www. LIRS .ora
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Spring 2021 ﬂ
S Y7
Growing Young & Vital
THANK YOU!
u

Mission Support Giving

We have often heard that the word “synod” comes from a root that means *walk
together.” In the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod we walk together tc engage
in ministries that no congregation can do alone. One of the ways that
congregations support the synod’s ministries of outreach, service, and support is
by sharing a portion of their offerings in the form of mission support.

Thank you! Your generosity makes a difference. A little over half of your mission
support funds ministries on our synod territory. Some of it comes back to
congregations or groups of congregations in the form of grants! The rest is sent
to the ELCA churchwide organization to support ministries done in our name
across the country ~.nd around the worid.

Jesus calls his church to look outward to bring his good news to the world. Your
faithfulness throughout the year in mission support sharing is one way your
congregation answers that call. Thank youl

For more information to share stories of how your giving is doing God’s work,
please contact georgiasuranofsky@hotmail.com.

OpeN Shelf food and hygiene pantry at The
Lutheran Center on the Campus of University
of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Allegheny Evangelical Lutheran Interwoven
Intergenerational Ministry.



Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is
$15.00. We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office,
Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need bulletin
sponsors for all the Sundays in April except 4/18. Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex.

Altar Flower Sponsors for April: 4/4-Anne Marie Rinehimer in memory of her parents, 4/11-Diane Brown
in honor of family birthdays, 4/18-Carol Koch in memory of her husband’s 91st birthday today, 4/25-Bob &
Kathy Bashore in honor of their wedding anniversary.

Bulletin Sponsors for April: 4/18-Diane Brown in memory of her parents.

Helpers for April

Council Devotions: Harmony Wentzel

Altar Guild: Anne Marie Rinehimer

Communion Assistant: 4/1-Carol Koch, 4/3-Beverly James, 4/4-Aislin Given

Acolytes: 4/4-Emily Kaiser, need acolytes for rest of Sundays-please sign up in the narthex.

Lay Readers: 4/4-Kerri Searfoss, 4/11-Bob Bashore, 4/18-Charlotte Moyer, 4/25-Betty Lou Franzen
Ushers: 4/4-Lawry’s, 4/11-Bashore’s, 4/18-Kurtzes, 4/25-Givens.

Sound System: 4/1-Scott Franzen, 4/2-Scott Franzen, 4/3-Wendell Byler, 4/4-Scott Franzen, 4/11-
Stephanie Kurtz, 4/18-Scott Franzen, 4/25-Wendell Byler.

Counters: 4/2-Debiec/Rinehimer, 4/4-Franzens, 4/11-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 4/18-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 4/25-
Debiec/Rinehimer.

Bulletin Assemblers: 4/7-Connie Fritz, 4/14-Kathy Lawry, 4/21-Bonnie Giamotti, 4/28-Laura Krick, 5/5-
Kathy Bashore

Church Council Members
Harmony Wentzel, President 610-390-9986
Glen Given, Vice President 484-955-1780

Izannah Bashore 610-488-0520
Wendell Byler, 610-670-8512
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674

Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-451-6131

Church Council Highlights for March
e We are working on zooming in person worship for Palm Sunday and Easter.
e Holy Week services planned out in abbreviated form this year.



We will eblast the congregation to determine if we need 1 or 2 services on Easter morning.
Property Committee will research removal of cornerstone contents.
Next meeting is April 21 @ 7:30 PM via Zoom.

Carolyn Kurtz will be 92 and Sandra Miller will be 81. Happy Birthday ladies



