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He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know he lives?
He lives within my heart.
WORDS: Alfred H. Ackley, 1933
MUSIC:Alfred H. Ackley, 1933
© 1933 The Rodeheaver Co.

“He lives, he lives . . .” maybe you know this hymn, maybe you don’t. For me, this hymn brings back
many memories of Easter mornings past. Growing up in Groesbeck United Methodist Church, this
theologically suspect hymn was a staple of Easter morning worship. It was generally the hymn that we all
stood and sang together at the very beginning of the service.
This past Palm Sunday I sat in the nave of the very church in which we sang that hymn and
proceeded to cry myself through the entire service. The pew my father normally sat in was blocked off for
pandemic reasons and so I sat in the pew ahead of “his.” Dad always sat in the very last pew as older folks
often do because—inglorious as it may be—those pews tend to be closest to the rest rooms.
I was in fact confirmed in that church on Palm Sunday just 49 years earlier. I hadn’t thought of that
in years. But isn’t that what death often does? It opens our hearts and minds to memories—some of which
have been locked away by the expanse of decades.
As many of you know my father, Carl Grasham, died on Thursday, March 25th. And as my family and
I sat together with him throughout his last days we unlocked those memories through our tears and
laughter as we listened to the strains of Benny Goodman, Bob Crosby, and so many other big bands.
It was clear Dad wanted to come home to die so we made that happen—even with the risk involved
in moving him—we made that happen. And as the music played our memories through the room, and as
we cradled his failing body amid soft murmurs of “I love you,” he slipped away.
It is how we come to the cross. Death comes before us and encircles us. It slips in and takes from
us what we love dearly. It lays upon us the burden of sorrow, grief, and tears. But then Easter morning
comes—or maybe Palm Sunday—when that song floated through my mind amid the cascading memories of
other Palm Sundays and Easter mornings. And through the less than pious looking pre-packaged wafer
and grape juice, I remembered what is always true, “He lives . . . Christ Jesus lives today!”
And so does Dad. He lives. He lives because Jesus promised. And that is all you and I need to know.
The Promise. It is a promise made by the one who never, ever breaks them. Dad is with all the others
now—the great cloud of witnesses—the saints who have gone before us and now sit at the great high feast
sipping wine and eating the bread of life. He lives.
And that’s the whole point. As we come through Holy Week and make our way to the cross, and as
we will certainly celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death, and
the devil—all those things that would separate us from and take us away from our Lord. But thanks be to
God, the triumph of Jesus Christ on the cross destroys death and gives us life. Indeed, He lives.
In hope, we—who still slog through this earthly life—know what the promise is and we rejoice in the
one who is risen so that we, too, may rise up beyond the chains of death. May the living Christ always walk
and talk with us before life’s narrow way. You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart.
Peace and grace,

Pr. Julie
1

2021 Holy Week Schedule
April 1—7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Worship/Holy Communion
April 2—7:30 PM Good Friday Worship
April 20—7:30 PM Easter Vigil/Holy Communion
April 21—10:30 AM: The Resurrection of Our Lord/Holy Communion

Prayer Chain
If someone you know-- or you yourself-- are in need of prayer, allow us to add your prayer request to our
daily prayers. Prayers will always remain confidential. Prayer requests may be as detailed or as anonymous
as you prefer. Ex. "Pray for my Aunt Nellie who has cancer," or "Pray for healing for a friend." To activate the
prayer chain, please call Mary Young at 610-678-4470. If there is no answer, please leave a message or
call at a later time if you are not comfortable leaving a message. Your prayer request is important and we
do not want to miss it.
If you would be interested in helping with this ministry there are no face to face meetings required, simply
a desire to pray for others and the world on a daily basis. Please see, call, text, or e-mail Pr. Julie for
details. 717-687-8682 or k25music@aol.com
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Thank you to those of you who have directed your Choice Dollars to
Trinity this year. It is most appreciated.

Just a reminder, if you have any Thrivent insurance or annuity products, then you may have Choice Dollars
to distribute. Formerly they advised you when this occurred but they no longer do this. You have to go
online and check. If you direct your choice dollars to Trinity, it goes to support our preschool. If you do not
direct your dollars, it is like throwing money away. Please check your account monthly, or at least
quarterly.

You are also eligible for activity grants. We have been funding our VBS through activity grants the last 2
years. Each account holder is eligible for 2-$250.00 grants a year. They can be used to fund things like
Strawberry Festival, Community Dinner, Generosity Sunday Dinner, etc. Please see Carol Koch or Pastor
Julie for more information. Again, not using available money is like throwing it away.
Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Allison Given, Janice Lamm, Sandra Miller.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Dan Nace,
Rosie Putt, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Kiley Gring Mohn, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.
Family and Friends: Wanda Barnett, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Fern Ervin, Peggy Guido,
Glenn Helbert, Kali, Betty Kauffman, Shirley Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Cindy Marsh, Murph, Destiny
Olivarares, Jake Powers, Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Chrissy Sickler, Dorothy Stone, Jerry Zachousk, and
Ann Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for February
Average Weekly Giving in February 2021: $3935.75
Average in February, 2020: $3,629.75
Total income in 2021: $29,036.00
Total income in 2020: $27,651.43
Total expenses in 2021: $29,067.80
Total expenses in 2020: $31,448.64
Total income in February: $15,743.00
Total expenses in February: $14,577.04
Percentage of Mission Support for 2021
to Synod: 17%, to Mission District: 17%
Thank you for your generosity.
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This amount was sent to Helping Harvest due to your generosity in
contributing with your Advent special offering.
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Our endowment dollars at work.
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is
$15.00. We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office,
Nancy Moyer, or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need bulletin
sponsors for all the Sundays in April except 4/18. Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for April: 4/4-Anne Marie Rinehimer in memory of her parents, 4/11-Diane Brown
in honor of family birthdays, 4/18-Carol Koch in memory of her husband’s 91st birthday today, 4/25-Bob &
Kathy Bashore in honor of their wedding anniversary.
Bulletin Sponsors for April: 4/18-Diane Brown in memory of her parents.
Helpers for April
Council Devotions: Harmony Wentzel
Altar Guild: Anne Marie Rinehimer
Communion Assistant: 4/1-Carol Koch, 4/3-Beverly James, 4/4-Aislin Given
Acolytes: 4/4-Emily Kaiser, need acolytes for rest of Sundays-please sign up in the narthex.
Lay Readers: 4/4-Kerri Searfoss, 4/11-Bob Bashore, 4/18-Charlotte Moyer, 4/25-Betty Lou Franzen
Ushers: 4/4-Lawry’s, 4/11-Bashore’s, 4/18-Kurtzes, 4/25-Givens.
Sound System: 4/1-Scott Franzen, 4/2-Scott Franzen, 4/3-Wendell Byler, 4/4-Scott Franzen, 4/11Stephanie Kurtz, 4/18-Scott Franzen, 4/25-Wendell Byler.
Counters: 4/2-Debiec/Rinehimer, 4/4-Franzens, 4/11-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 4/18-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 4/25Debiec/Rinehimer.
Bulletin Assemblers: 4/7-Connie Fritz, 4/14-Kathy Lawry, 4/21-Bonnie Giamotti, 4/28-Laura Krick, 5/5Kathy Bashore
Church Council Members
Harmony Wentzel, President 610-390-9986
Glen Given, Vice President 484-955-1780
Izannah Bashore 610-488-0520
Wendell Byler, 610-670-8512
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-451-6131
•
•

Church Council Highlights for March
We are working on zooming in person worship for Palm Sunday and Easter.
Holy Week services planned out in abbreviated form this year.

•
•
•

We will eblast the congregation to determine if we need 1 or 2 services on Easter morning.
Property Committee will research removal of cornerstone contents.
Next meeting is April 21 @ 7:30 PM via Zoom.

Carolyn Kurtz will be 92 and Sandra Miller will be 81. Happy Birthday ladies.

