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A Light at the End of the Tunnel
16 Rejoice

always,
pray without ceasing,
18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
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1 Thessalonians is the oldest book in the Christian scriptures (New Testament). Written before the
fall of the temple in 70 C.E. when the gospels were first written, I am fascinated by the fact that this letter
was written only about 20 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
In it, Paul addresses the earliest followers of Jesus with love, compassion, and encouragement.
Towards the end of the letter Paul provides a list of do’s and don’ts like a mother’s note left on the kitchen
counter for her children to obey. Things like, respect those who labor among you, admonish the idlers,
encourage the faint hearted, do not quench the spirit, etc. . And of course “rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances . . .”
Many of Paul’s requests are challenging to the heart and soul and task us to better living in the face
of all adversity. Being some of the first followers of Jesus, in a time when most all people worshipped the
Roman gods of high school English Lit., tested the faith of the individual yet bolstered the unity of the
community. That’s why the early Christians lived and suffered in community—because they only had each
other.
We are like that early church. We have gone from spring to spring under the cloud of Covid-19. And
whether we have sheltered in place or boldly attended in-person worship amid many safety protocols, we
have remained steadfastly united as a church family anchored in the body of Christ. We have lived as the
early followers lived by loving one another and helping one another in times of need.
We have prayed for each other, called to check on each other, and served each other selflessly. We
have rejoiced amid adversity and above all we have indeed given thanks regardless of the circumstances. I
know I have been on the receiving end of such good and faithful people as Bruce and I waded through the
coronavirus and mourned the loss of parents.
Thanks be to God we have journeyed through the last year sustained in faith and wrapped in the
love of Christ even amid the loss of those we loved dearly. I have laid to rest so many of our beloved over
this last year—more than any other year. And yet, we continue to face the cross knowing that it stands
empty for Christ has risen.
This spring we enter a new phase of living as many, many of our church family have received the
Covid vaccine. Bruce and I received the Johnson and Johnson “once and done” shot on April 8th. The
blessing of these vaccinations has enabled those who have been sheltering in place to return to in-person
worship. And still, we continue to be vigilant in our safety protocols and will continue to do so until the virus
has been arrested.
Hopefully, we will get the word from our synod and greater church of the ELCA that we can return to
singing and full liturgy at least by Christmas. It is difficult to wait; but together, as a community united in
Christ, we can be patient and understanding.
The virus continues to surge around us. And yet, hope lies ahead as certainly as the beauty of May
flowers and green grass never fails us—a sign of the truth of the risen Christ. There is indeed a light at the
end of tunnel.
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It is in the hope of healthier days ahead that we continue to rejoice, to pray without ceasing, and to
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for us.
Peace and grace to you all,
Pr. Julie

It’s Shoe Collection Time
If you’re getting ready to clean out your closets and change clothes and shoes for the season, think
about bringing those gently used shoes that you will no longer wear to our shoe collection box in the
narthex. We’ll collect them from May 1 through June 13 and take them to In Ian’s Boots, a 501(c)3
organization in Pottstown. There volunteers will clean, sanitize and pack your “treasures” for
shipment to people who have great need due to natural disaster or other unforeseen circumstances.
Many pairs may stay right here in PA, while others will travel across the country, or perhaps across
the sea. Thanks for sharing with others in need.

From our Missionaries in Tanzania
Dear mission partners and loyal friends,
Because of your generous support, we were able to continue working in Tanzania during 2020 with
minimal disruption. This was a huge blessing. We know, however, that many of you were very restricted in
work and activities. We have seen first-hand the worldwide economic impact of the pandemic. We know
many of you experienced financial shortfalls. We pray that the vaccinations will bring a rapid turnaround.
Tanzanians lost their president unexpectedly this month from illness. There was a smooth and peaceful
transition of power when Vice President Samia Hassan assumed her new role as President. She is
confronted by a second wave of COVID which is more serious than the first. The pandemic shut down
Tanzania’s biggest industry which is tourism. The recovery will be long.
We are in Minnesota for 3 months while renewing our Tanzania work permit. Lord willing, we will continue
working in Tanzania two more years.
Steve greatly appreciates your prayers for his prostate cancer treatment. He is on hormone blockers and
there has been no progression of his disease over the past two years. We will all encounter challenges in
life which can only be faced with the help of Jesus.
Our daughter Shalai is in her second semester at the University of Minnesota. She is thankful to be in the
dorm and have friends despite the restrictions. We are thankful Nyika and Zaka were employed
throughout the pandemic. Zaka and Meagan bought a rural home and are settled near Somerset, WI.
Nyika has big changes ahead, the best of which is marrying Becca in May!
Steve’s Journey with The Cross is on the following page.
With our thanks,
Steve and Bethany
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Mary Young

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Allison Given, Janice Lamm, Sandra Miller, Linda Weiss.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Rosie Putt, Betty Reber, Pat
Sickles, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: Rena Butcavage, Natalie Ketner, and Justin Klinger.
Family and Friends: Anne Alderman, Wanda Barnett, Carolyn Bryant, Fred DeLong, Marge Dietrich, Peggy
Guido, Glenn Helbert, Kali, Betty Kauffman, Shirley Kerchner, Hannah Kramer, Murph, Destiny Olivarares,
Jake Powers, Clairre Putt, Tom Reppert, Chrissy Sickler, Dorothy Stone, Jerry Zachousk, and Ann
Zimmerman.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Dr. Stephen Friberg and his Family
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can
keep our prayer list current.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary for March
Average Weekly Giving in February 2021: $3,903.25
Average in February, 2020: $2,679.00
Total income to date in 2021: $44,649.00
Total income to date in 2020: $41,046.53
Total expenses to date in 2021: $43,475.57
Total expenses to date in 2020: $47,384.31
Total income in March: $15,613.00
Total expenses in March: $14,407.77
Percentage of Mission Support for 2021
to Synod: 25%, to Mission District: 25%
Thank you for your generosity.
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Dear Trinity Members,
Last year we sent over $18,000 to the NE PA Synod as our 2020 contribution for mission support. Please
read below and the following page to see how our dollars, plus those of other NE PA congregations, are
making a difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ and the greater church. Thanks for
your generosity.
Diane Brown, Mission Coordinator
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $38.00. If you are sponsoring the flowers, please note that there are
flower envelopes in the narthex beside the sign up list for altar flowers. Please put your check (payable to
Trinity) or cash in the envelope and place in the offering plate. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.
We also want to remind you that the week you are an altar flower sponsor, please call the office, Nancy Moyer,
or contact the altar guild person listed in the bulletin if you want to keep the flowers.
Otherwise, the flowers will be given to the sick, shut-ins, or others in need. Thanks. We need bulletin sponsors
for all the Sundays in May except 5/9. Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex.
Altar Flower Sponsors for May: 5/2-Carol Koch in honor of the 11th anniversary of her commissioning as
Deacon, 5/9-Susan and David Fox, 5/16-Scott & Betty Lou Franzen in honor of David and Benjen’s birthdays,
5/23-Bob & Kathy Bashore in honor of Izannah’s birthday, 5/30-Carol Koch in memory of her mother.
Bulletin Sponsors for May: 5/9-Susan and David Fox.

Helpers for May
Council Devotions: Glen Given
Altar Guild: Laura Krick
Communion Assistant: Allison GIven
Acolytes: 5/9-Carson Enck, need acolytes for rest of Sundays-please sign up in the narthex.
Lay Readers: 5/2-Elaine Briner, 5/9-Lori & Alexis Shoumlisky, 5/16Bonnie Giamotti, 5/23-Beth Byler, 5/30Helen Hummel.
Ushers: 5/2-Lawry’s, 5/9-Bashore’s, 5/16-Kurtzes, 5/23-Givens, 5/31-Debiec/Rinehimer
Sound System: 5/2-Scott Franzen, 5/9-Stephanie Kurtz, 5/16-Scott Franzen, 5/23-Wendell Byler, 5/30Stephanie Kurtz
Counters: 5/2-Franzens, 5/9-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 5/16-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 5/23-Franzens, 5/30Debiec/Rinehimer.
Bulletin Assemblers: 5/5-Kathy Bashore, 5/12-Barb Debiec, 5/19Bev James, 5/26-Helen Hummel, 6/2-Mary
Young.

Church Council Members
Harmony Wentzel, President 610-390-9986
Glen Given, Vice President 484-955-1780
Izannah Bashore 610-488-0520
Wendell Byler, 610-670-8512
Scott Franzen 610-781-7674
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Jerry Jarsocrak 610-670-0954
Elwood (Woody) Noll 484-638-2057
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-451-6131

•
•
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Church Council Highlights for April
Preschool Closing Program will be held on Monday, 5/24 @ 11:30 AM
Approved Dawn Hickernell to complete the 2 year term of Laura
Miller.
Discussed registering for Amazon Smile.
There will be no Strawberry Festival this year.
Looking into whether there is a desire/need for Saturday service.
Next meeting on Wednesday, 5/19 @ 7:30 PM via Zoom.

Catherine Richards will be 83, Frank Krick will be 81, Joan Kava will be 92, Jane Pfennig will be 82, and Helen
Hummel will be 83. Happy Birthday to all.

