Trinity Tidings for July, 2024
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Pastor Julie Osterhout, Deacon Carol Koch, Musician: Carla Seidel, Preschool Teacher/Director:
Betty Lou Franzen, Preschool Aide: Stefanie Steffey, Sexton: Roy Kline

See, Everything has Become New!

So, lately we’ve all heard so much about the changing church. But what does that mean exactly and will
this changing church affect Trinity? Well, I think it depends on the congregation and what is needed to further
your congregation in becoming the missional church God calls us to be. You may not have noticed, but Trinity
has already been undergoing a metamorphosis of sorts. Our post-covid butterfly looks much different from our
pre-covid caterpillar. In other words—whether you fully realize it or not—Trinity has changed in amazing,
Spirit-filled ways.

Can you name the ways? Worship liturgy has become more focused and centralized on what is most
important: Word and Sacrament—we partake in Holy Communion every week! Our music is colorful, inviting,
and uplifting. And the face of our congregation has changed—Iiterally. Take a look at our annual portraits
hanging in the hallway. Who do you know? Who is new? How has our “face” changed over the last few years?

Physically we’re changing, too—our organ has come down from the balcony and we are expanding the
Narthex. There are other projects in the think tank as well. And as we move through the next five years and
beyond, we will be discerning what’s next for the life of Trinity. How will we continue to further the mission of
Jesus Christ in the world?

Recently, on May 11™, we held our council retreat. Two guests came, The Reverend Drew Neidig,
Associate to the Bishop for East and West Berks Mission Districts, and The Reverend Bruce Osterhout of
Bethany, Christ, and Hope Lutheran Churches. Pastor Drew shared with us the “State of the Church”
synodically and nationally, and Pastor Bruce spoke with us about 6261 and the new Licensed Lay Ministry
program.

So, what is the “State of the Church?”” Here’s what Pastor Drew shared:

In 2023 there were

170 newly ordained clergy across the United States.

658 clergy retired

200 clergy were on leave from call

200 clergy resigned from rostered ministry

(Did you do the math? That makes us short around 888 pastors.)

In addition, when the ELCA began in 1988 there were 5.4 million Lutherans. Today there are around 2.8
million Lutherans. Wow. These numbers can seem troubling, but they can also be a beacon that leads us to new
and creative ways of doing ministry. I’'m sure you’ve heard the one about how when a door closes a window
opens . . .. Pastor Drew is encouraging struggling congregations to make realistic decisions about what matters
most—mission or survival. Of course, mission is what matters most!

Next, Pastor Bruce shared with us two new and exciting efforts that are developing as a result of this
changing church. The 6261 program was announced at last year’s Synod Assembly and this year a team of six
lay leaders were able to report on how six congregations are creating a 6261 in the city of Reading. 6261 is a
way of doing shared ministry: 6 congregations, 2 pastors, 6 Licensed Lay Ministers, and 1 Deacon come
together to form a vital mission-oriented community of faithful congregational members and leaders. To see the
synod assembly presentation on 6261 go to: then scroll to Plenary Session
2 at 36 minutes.

That leads us to the Licensed Lay Ministry program. Some of you might remember the SALM program
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from quite a few years ago. SALM stands for Synodically Authorized Lay Minister. Even now some of those
SALMs are responsible for their own congregations. And while the SALM program ended a while ago, we now
have a newer, more timely, program called Licensed Lay Minister or LLM. To learn more about LLM follow
this link . So, if you think the Holy Spirit is calling you into Licensed Lay Ministry,
let Pastor Julie know. Right now our own Bob Bashore is in the process of entering this program.

May God bless the future of the church “For everything old has passed away; see everything has become
new!” (2 Cor. 5:17b)

Blessings,
Pastor Julie

Thank you for your generous raffle items for the Strawberry Festival.. We appreciate the time you put into
making the baskets, doing the painting, and providing us with the rocking chair. Another successful year!

Barbara Debiec
Chairperson/Raffles

This was a gift using our Community Response Fund Dollars.
2


https://nepasynod.org/llm/

QKS SCHUYLKIL

(l(e/ping(é)?(a’wedt

May 31, 2024 FRESH FOOD BANK

Trinity Lutheran Church
130 S Walnut St
Wernersville, PA 19565-1520

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your generous donation to Helping Harvest.

Thanks to your generosity and gift of $500.00, we can make a meaningful difference for people facing
hunger across Berks and Schuylkill Counties.

Your contribution will go a long way in supporting our mission to feed the hungry and provide nutritious
meals to those in need in our community. Your kindness and compassion have a direct impact on the
lives of many individuals and families facing food insecurity.

Did you know that according to Feeding America, there are
70,880 people in Berks and Schuylkill Counties that are food
insecure? This is an average of 12.4% of our neighbors. Your
donation will help us purchase essential food items and ensure
that no one in our community goes hungry.

We are truly grateful for your support. Your generosity
inspires us to continue our work with dedication and l
commitment.

I welcome the opportunity to answer any questions you may have about our work. Please feel free to
contact me at ddelozier@helpingharvest.org or at 610-926-5802.

Thank you again for your support of Helping Harvest.

In Gratitude,

hec_

- |
David Delozier ‘WM,L{/ Wﬁ;{ Mm% W% IMFW\& H—WLM !

Chief Development Officer

Helping Harvest has not provided any goods or services to the above donor in consideration for this donation.
Please keep this letter for your tax records.

FEED|NG
117 Morgan Drive. Reading, PA 19608 | P 610.926.5802 | F 610.926.7638 | HelpingHarvest.org AMERICA

Our gift from our special Lenten Offerings
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Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Lori Shoumlisky, and John Stine.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Mary DeLong, Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger,
Bob Kohler, Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: John Kurtz.
Family and Friends: Karen, Linda, Barry Chapman, Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Shirley Kerchner, Tom
Koerner, Vanna Piedras, True Portalatin & Michael Yachnik.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family.
Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

Prayer Chain
If someone you know-- or you yourself-- are in need of prayer, allow us to add your prayer request to our
daily prayers. Prayers will always remain confidential. Prayer requests may be as detailed or as anonymous
as you prefer. Ex. "Pray for my Aunt Nellie who has cancer," or "Pray for healing for a friend." To activate the
prayer chain, please call Mary Young at 610-678-4470. If there is no answer, please leave a message or
call at a later time if you are not comfortable leaving a message. Your prayer request is important and we
do not want to miss it.

Fellowship trip to American Music Theatre - Christmas Show
Friday, Nov. 15, 2024 - 7:30 pm show
New sign-up sheet posted including hnames of those who already sighed up. You can sign up or call (610-
678-1377) to add your name up until June 30st. | have reserved 30 tickets which | can increase or
decrease at that time. Those who have already signed up please indicate the number in your group.
(transportation - carpooling). Payment will be due between Aug, 4 - Aug. 10.

How are We Doing?

Trinity’s Financial Summary through May
Average Weekly Giving in 2024: $3,666.00
Average Weekly Giving in 2023: $3,551.72
Average Weekly Attendance in 2024: 96
Average Weekly Attendance in 2023: 86
Total expenses to date in 2024: $80.828.64
Total expenses to date in 2023: $86,530.44
Year to date giving: $76,986.03
Percentage of increase in giving from 2023 to 2024: 1%
Percentage of Increase in expenses from 2023 to 2024: 0%
Synod Mission Support to date for 2024-$6943.32, 41% of $17,100.00 committed.
West Berks Mission Support to date for 2024--$150, 25% of $600.00 committed.

Thank you. It is your giving that enables Trinity to continue to do ministry as well as provide for the cost of
insurance, salaries and benefits, heat, air conditioning, worship and learning opportunities, engage in
outreach and evangelism initiatives and missional programs. These are difficult times for everyone—
including our church family as the cost of living, even basic necessities, is rising. So, if you are able,
please consider how you might give in the weeks ahead.

Please note a change in the labeling of offering envelopes. What was once labeled "Maintenance and
Repair," is now labeled, " Major Property Expense Fund". Hopefully, this clarifies any confusion as to how
this fund is used. Its purpose is not for everyday maintenance but rather extraordinary building expenses
such as a new furnace should the need arise.



Vacation Bible School
“God’s Good Gifts”
July 10
August 7
6-8 p.m. beginning with dinner in the Social Hall
Sign up in the Narthex
(Special guests from the Widoktadwen Center for Native Knowledge on August 7t)

Confirmation Pictures — =

Top: Receiving quilts OWEN T’cuovu
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Strawberry Festival

Some of our Fathers singing God of Our Fathers on Fathers Day.
Left to Right: Roy Kline-trumpet, Carla on organ, Jim Giamotti, Gerry Jarsocrak, Ed Evans, Scott Franzen,
Bob Bashore, and Rick Lawry

Our First session of VBS on 6/19. We had 20 adults & 11 children present.



Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you are

sponsoring the flowers or bulletins, please note that there are labeled envelopes in the narthex below the
sign up lists. Please put your check (payable to Trinity) or cash in the envelope (be sure your name is on
the envelope) and place in the offering plate. We need Altar Flower & Bulletin Sponsors for 7/7, 7/21, and
7/28. Please sign up on the appropriate chart in the narthex.

Altar Flower Sponsors for July: 7/7-available, 7/14-Betty Schaeffer in honor of Matthew Wentzel’s
birthday, 7/21-available, 7/28-available.

Bulletin Sponsors for July: 7/7-available, 7/14-Betty Schaeffer in honor of Matthew Wentzel’s birthday,
7/21-available, 7/28-available.

Helpers for July
Altar Guild: Barbara Debiec & Sharen Black

Communion Assistant: 7/7-Bob Bashore, 7/14-Cindy Hassler-Schappell, 7/21-No Communion, 7/28-Barb
Debiec.

Acolytes: 7/7-Bob Bashore, 7/14-Betty Lou Franzen, 7/21-Stefanie Steffe, 7/28-Arianana Sitlinger
Lay Readers: 7/7-Ed Evans, 7/14-Allison Given, 7/21-Cheyenne Loring, 7/28-Elaine Briner

Ushers: 7/7-Lawry, 7/14-Bashore, 7/21-Kurtz, 7/28-Given,

Sound System: 7/7-Stephanie Kurtz, 7/14-Caidyn Schaeffer, 7/21-Scott Franzen, 7/28-Wendell Byler
Counters: 7/7-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 7/14-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 7/21-Debiec/Rinehimer, 7/28-Franzens.
Snacks: 7/7-Byler, 7/14-Bashore, 7/21-Helen Hummel & Kay Hassler, 7/28-available

Bulletin Assemblers: 7/3-June Rapley, 7/10-Connie Fritz, 7/17- Laura Krick, 7/24-Kathy Bashore, 7/31-
Barb Debiec.

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members
Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Rick Lawry  610-670-1401
Cindy Hassler-Schappell 610-451-6131
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161



Church Council Highlights for June

e [tis recommended that we purchase an AED through the use of Memorial Fund monies. That will
be taken to that committee for final discussion and approval.

e Budget forms for 2025 have been sent to all Committee representatives.

e Construction process will begin on 6/24. During the time of the narthex remodeling, fellowship will
be outside (weather permitting) or in the Library.

e Bob Bashore and Scott & Betty Lou Franzen are participating in the Synod’s Walk for World Hunger
at CWHS track on Saturday, June 22nd, This commemorates the 50t anniversary of Lutheran
hunger ministries.

e Next Council Mtg. is Tuesday, August 20t @ 7:30 PM. There is no July meeting.

Birthday Miestones i July
Sharon Gring will be 82 and Carol Yachnik will be 83. Pete Schmehl will be 81. Happy Birthday to all of
you.




