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“And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred,
and everyone whose spirit was willing”

So, February is upon us, and with it comes Generosity Sunday. | know, | know, nobody wants to talk
about money, right? For two reasons: one, if you're wealthy, you don’t want to brag. And secondly, if you're
not wealthy, you don’t want to be embarrassed. Traditionally, financial conversations are private and
reserved for individual families to discuss as they consider their own personal finances, budgets,
investments, etc . . . And yet, church is family, too. Realistically, if we can talk about money with our
personal families, we should be able to easily talk about money with our church families, as well. Money is
a reality of life whether we like it or not. A pastor friend of mine once said this: “Poor people don’t need
food pantries and clothing drives. What they need is money.”

And it's true. Money is what makes the world go around. And though as followers of Jesus, we know
without question there are many things in life way more important than money, we are not ignorant to the
fact that our ministry rides on the back of .. . well . .. money. Money pays the bills. You know, keeps the
electric on, oil and gas in the fuel tanks, buys food, and most other life necessities. Naturally the things
needed for your personal family are also needed for your church family—more than you realize.

When it comes to your church family, it’s easy to think that someone else will fund ministries,
utilities, insurance, salaries, building upkeep, worship needs, and any and all expenses. But the truth is,
there are zero outside resources to support the work of Trinity’s people. Sometimes people new to the
church don’t realize this. ELCA Lutheran churches do not receive funds from the greater church or their
local synods to financially support all the things mentioned above.

The total workings of the church are in the hands of the people who attend the church. Thanks be
to God for Trinity’s very talented financial stewards who watch out for and care for the finances of Trinity
Lutheran Church: our council, treasurers, financial secretary, finance committee, auditors, and most
importantly—you! You make ministry happen at Trinity. You are the ministers who keep the mission of
Jesus Christ front and center. And you do this with your own spirit-given time, talent, and treasures—that
is—your volunteer time, the special gifts the Spirit has given you, and—yes—your money (that thing we don’t
talk about).

There’s a wonderful story of amazing stewardship and generosity found in the Book of Exodus.
Moses is in the wilderness with the wandering Israelites, and they are instructed by God to build a temple
and furnish it. It reads,

4 Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: This is the thing that the LORD has commanded: ° Take
from among you an offering to the LORD; let whoever is of a generous heart bring the LORD's offering: gold, silver, and
bronze; © blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and fine linen; goats' hair, 7 tanned rams' skins, and fine leather; acacia wood, &
oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, ° and onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod
and the breastpiece.

10 All who are skillful among you shall come and make all that the LORD has commanded: the tabernacle, * its
tent and its covering, its clasps and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 2 the ark with its poles, the mercy seat,
and the curtain for the screen; 3 the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 14 the
lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; ** and the altar of incense, with its
poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the entrance, the entrance of the tabernacle; ¢
the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin with its stand; 1’ the hangings
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of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and the
pegs of the court, and their cords; 1° the finely worked vestments for ministering in the holy place, the holy vestments for
the priest Aaron, and the vestments of his sons, for their service as priests. [That’s a lot of stuff!]

20 Then all the congregation of the Israelites withdrew from the presence of Moses. 2! And they came, everyone
whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought the LORD's offering to be used for
the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred vestments. 22 So they came, both men and women; all who
were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and pendants, all sorts of gold objects, everyone
bringing an offering of gold to the LORD. 2 And everyone who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or
goats' hair or tanned rams' skins or fine leather, brought them. 2* Everyone who could make an offering of silver or bronze
brought it as the LORD's offering; and everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work, brought it. 2° All the
skillful women spun with their hands, and brought what they had spun in blue and purple and crimson yarns and fine linen;
26 all the women whose hearts moved them to use their skill spun the goats' hair. 2 And the leaders brought onyx stones
and gems to be set in the ephod and the breastpiece, 28 and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for
the fragrant incense. 2° All the Israelite men and women whose hearts made them willing to bring anything for the
work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD. (Exod.
35:4-29 NRS)

Not much has changed in 4000 years. We are still called to give of ourselves, our time, and our
treasure to further God’s mission in the world. On February 9t we encourage all of Trinity’s family to gather
together on Generosity Sunday to hear a message from the ELCA Director of Evangelical Mission for the
Northeast Pennsylvania Synod, Deacon Kat Tigerman. In preparation for this time we ask you to prayerfully
consider how you will support the ministries and mission of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Wernersville. After worship we will come together for our annual church family photograph (check out
photos of previous years hanging in the hallway by the library). Then we will gather in the Social Hall for a
scrumptious potluck dinner as a way of saying thank you to each other for the good work of 2024 and the
good work yet to come in 2025.

We are a church family with a mission! We are one body, many gifts! How is God calling you to serve
and give?

Blessings,
Pastor Julie

How are We Doing?

Trinity’s Financial Summary through December

Average Weekly Giving in 2024: $3,690.77
Average Weekly Giving in 2023: $3,750.00
Average Weekly Attendance in 2024: 78
Average Weekly Attendance in 2023: 71
Total expenses to date in 2024: $188,924.89
Total expenses to date in 2023: $201,891.79
Year to date giving: $191, 920.27
Percentage of decrease in giving from 2023 to 2024: 10%
Percentage of decrease in expenses from 2023 to 2024: 9.4%
Synod Mission Support to date for 2024-$17,100.00, 100% of $17,100.00 committed.
West Berks Mission Support to date for 2024--$600, 100% of $600.00 committed.

Thank you. It is your giving that enables Trinity to continue to do

ministry as well as provide for the cost of insurance, salaries and

benefits, heat, air conditioning, worship and learning

opportunities, engage in outreach and evangelism initiatives and

missional programs. So, if you are able, please consider how you

might give in the weeks ahead. Note:" Major Property Expense Fund" is for large, future, expenses.
*QOffering plate in the center aisle.



Please remember in your prayers:

Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Carolyn Kurtz, Mary Nace & Pat Zerbe.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Mary DeLong, Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger,
Bob Kohler, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, John Stine, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: John Kurtz (deployed to South Korea).
Family and Friends: Arline G, Dawn Alderman, Joanne Debiec, Delores Hickernell, Shirley Kerchner, Karen
Kline, Karen, Linda, Susan and Karl.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

Prayer Chain
For confidential prayers for yourself or others,
call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain.

Our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Barbara Correll. Barbara entered the Church Triumphant
on Sunday, January 19%. Funeral services were held at Lamm and Witman on Monday, January 27th.
Please keep Barbara’s family in your prayers.

The fellowship committee will be hosting a game night (bingo) on Sat. Feb. 22, 2025 at 6 pm. Lite supper
and game following. Please bring a wrapped prize or two. Please add your name to the sign up list in the
narthex so we know how many to prepare for.

Thanks so much.
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Congratulations to Lindsey Machemer and Jon Calpino on the birth of Jasper Jonathan Calpino born
January 28. 6 Ibs. 8 0zs., 19 inches. Parents, son, and big sister, Lilly, are doing well. Please keep
everyone in your prayers.

Upcoming Events
The Chancel Choir will be presenting a mini cantata, "Because He Lives", on Sunday May 4th during our 11
AM worship service. We invite anyone who would like to sing with the cantata to join us. Please let Carla
know if you would like to join us so we can arrange for additional rehearsal times.



From our Missionary in Tanzania:
Dear Supporting Congregations, January 2025

Greetings from Kirurumo Health Center on the floor of the Great Rift Valley and bordering Manyara National Park in
Tanzania. Our rural medical work here is self-sufficient for salaries and operating costs. However, funding for medical
equipment, building construction, or medical scholarships must be found elsewhere.

The original health center buildings
were constructed 75 years ago with
stone and mud mortar and finished
with cement pointing. These
structures have withstood several
earthquakes and minor floods that
washed over the edge of the 1000 foot
R escarpment. We keep renovating
these solid buildings, but the 21
medical staff and Dr Elisa feel it is time
to construct a new inpatient unit with
6 rooms and a nursing station. The
staff have been fund raising locally and
have put in the foundation themselves.
Ascension Lutheran in Green Bay, WI
provided the funding to put up the
walls and the reinforced concrete ring
* beam.

Over the next few months we will be raising $15,000 to roof the new unit. My wife Bethany insists that the roof extend
far over the entry to shield from the equatorial sun and tropical downpours of rain. We will use metal trusses and metal
roofing, intending the structure to withstand whatever the Rift Valley may throw at it over the next 100 years,
EXCLUDING volcanoes. Oldoinyo Lengai is an active volcano approx 50 miles away which erupts every few decades. It
throws enough ash, smoke and lava into the air that we can see the eruption from our center.

Last month, Dr Pedro from Spain came to do ortho and plastic
surgery free of charge for 10 days at Kirurumo. He comes to this
small rural center because we have x-ray and lab work but he wants
to treat people without access to surgical care. He brings a team
twice a year and does approximately 100 life-changing surgeries per
visit. Dr Elisa and | do the preop screening of patients and the
postop follow up. Back in Spain, Dr Pedro also does reconstructive
surgery on patients from the war in Ukraine.

It is mysterious how God'’s Spirit brings diverse people and resources
together to build God’s kingdom. Jesus was focused on alleviating
suffering among the poor. We thank you as followers of Jesus for
connecting with our work in Tanzania for many years. Would your
church be willing to contribute $1000 or $2000 to make this roof
happen? Attached are instructions to channel funding through
Global Health Ministries.

Thanks for staying in touch and your huge encouragement to us.
Steve Friberg, M.D.

Medical Coordinator

Maasai Dispensaries, North Central Diocese

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania




Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any humber of ways to do that: cut
your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . .. You are
free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after
worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.
Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place
it in the offering plate. Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to
provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s.

Altar Flower Sponsors for February: 2/2-Ed and Mary Jane Evans in honor of their wedding anniversary,
2/9-Ray and Betty Schaeffer in honor of their 49th wedding anniversary, 2/16-Barbara Debiec in memory
of her mother’s, Fern Ervin, birthday, 2/23-Ray & Betty Schaeffer in honor of Agnes Schaeffer’'s 48th
birthday.

Bulletin Sponsors for February: 2/2-Pat Zerby in memory of her father, 2/9-Ray and Betty Schaeffer in
honor of their 49t wedding anniversary, 2/16-Pat Zerby in memory of her mother, Harriet Wick, 2/23-Pat
Zerby in honor of Dolores Fisher’s birthday.

Helpers for February

Altar Guild: Betty Lou Franzen
Communion Assistant: 2/2-Jerry Jarsocrak, 2/9-Alexis Shoumlisky, 2/16 & 2/23-Kathy Lawry.

Acolytes: 2/2-Cheyenne Loring, 2/9-Sam Shoumlisky, 2/16-Stefanie Steffey,
2/23-Cindy Hassler-Schappell.

Lay Readers: 2/2-Helen Hummel, 2/9-Anne Marie Rinehimer, 2/16-, Kelly Light, 2/23-Mike Weiler
Ushers: 2/2-Lawry, 2/9-Bashore, 2/16-Kurtz, 2/23-Given.

Sound System: 2/2- Caidyn Schaeffer, 2/9-Scott Franzen, 2/16- Stephanie Kurtz, 2/23-Wendell Byler.
Counters: 2/2-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 2/9-Debiec/Rinehimer, 2/16-Franzen, 2/23-Hassler-Schappell.
Snacks: 2/2- Byler, 2/9-open, 2/16-open, 2/23-open.

Bulletin Assemblers: 2/6-Betty Schaeffer, 2/13-Cindy Hassler-Schappell, 2/20-Diane Shoumlisky, 2/27-
Kay Hassler.

Children’s Sunday School Teachers: 2/2-Kathy Bashore.

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members
Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Sharon Black 610-678-1713
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Ron Giangiacomo 610-670-1869
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161



Birthday Miestones inv Februawry

Earl Price, Jr. will be 80. Ruth Rush will be 87. Happy Birthday Earl and Ruth.

Church Council Highlights for January
Assigned Liaisons for Committees, Snacks and Devotions.

Set Date for annual Congregational Meeting for 3/2/25 following worship. 1/31/25 is deadline for
all reports.

Set Council Retreat date as 5/17/25.

2/18 is the deadline for all reports for the congregational meeting.

Fellowship will have supper and game night on 2/22/25 @ 6 PM in Fellowship Hall.
Approved purchase of new office chair for Deacon Carol.



