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He Lives

| grabbed it off the hanger—my favorite dress—red with white polka dots and white with red polka
dots. | felt so beautiful in it. | slipped it over my head, put on my white patten leather shoes, and around my
neck threw a long strand of white beads knotted in the middle. It was my fifteenth birthday, and it was
Easter Sunday 1974. In truth, | remember very little about my fifteenth birthday, but | do remember the
dress and the fact that it was Easter. Regardless, | have a pretty good idea of how the day went even so.

Easter morning at Groesbeck United Methodist Church would have begun with a lively rendition of
“He Lives.” | grew up on that Easter morning hymn. Maybe you know it by Alfred H. Ackley (1887-1960). |
think it’s the rousing chorus that sticks so strongly in my memory.

He lives! He lives!
Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me, and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.
He lives! He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how | know He lives:
He lives within my heart!

Then, after many happy birthday wishes from church family, we would have headed home for a
family celebration—you know, just my parents, sister, and my grandparents. My favorite dinner back then
was roast beef, mashed potatoes, and green beans, then chocolate birthday cake for dessert. All of it was
served on the good dishes in the dining room. Then presents were opened. Memories like that are warm
and nostalgic. And it felt good to have my birthday fall on Easter morning. That was really special. And yet,
my experience of The Resurrection of Our Lord was . . .well . . . that of a young teenage girl.

Certainly, in celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ, my mind’s eye held a picture of Jesus
emerging from his dark tomb, rolled stone pushed aside behind him. But that was pretty much the extent
of it. At 15, | wasn’t really thinking about the reality of Easter morning. As Methodists, we didn’t
experience the fullness of Lent and Holy Week like some other traditions. In fact, Palm Sunday was often
Confirmation Sunday for many young people as it had been for me two years earlier. Holy Week comprised
of a Good Friday service and then suddenly it was Easter morning, and we belted out “He Lives.”

But then as | gravitated toward the Lutheran church, | discovered Lent as a season to be journeyed
through and Holy Week the culmination of that journey. | discovered there was a story to be told that was
more than just a nostalgic memory of Jesus standing in the opening of a rocky tomb. And that story is this:
we stand at the opening of the empty tomb with Jesus. The inside of that tomb will always be a place of
death and brokenness. It will always be the place where you and | are trapped. And the truth of the story is
this: it is only because Jesus enters the tomb with us that we are saved from death’s dark shadow.

The stone is rolled away, and Jesus stands in the opening alive and well, clean and new and we
stand with him alive and well, clean and new, too. And our lives are never the same again. Pulled from the
dark abyss of death, we are changed forever in the light of God’s grace and mercy. And that is something
to celebrate. Sort of like a birthday. We celebrate life with a good meal, and fine dessert, because we are
released from death’s dark prison.
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In the meantime, we retell the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the dark night of his Last Supper
and arrest. We strip the altar, we make loud noises and endure the darkness of Good Friday, and we watch
the light come back to earth in the stories and fire of the Easter Vigil.

Well, my birthday hasn’t fallen on Easter very often—in fact it won’t happen again until 2047. In the
meantime, may this Easter—and each season of Easter yet to come—bring you much life and celebration
because, “He Lives.”

Peace and grace,
Pr. Julie

Lenten and Holy Week Schedule for April

April 2, Wednesday
12:00 Ministerium Worship and Lunch at Trinity Lutheran Church Wernersville
6:00 Soup and Study
7:00 Evening Prayer

April 6, Sunday
Lenten Fair following worship

April 9, Wednesday
12:00 Ministerium Worship and Lunch at Trinity Lutheran Church Robesonia
6:00 Soup and Study
7:00 Evening Prayer

April 13, Palm Sunday of the Passion
11:00 a.m. Holy Communion in the round.

April 15, Holy Tuesday
5:30 p.m. Youth Rehearsal for the Easter Vigil

April 17, Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Holy Communion

April 18, Good Friday
7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service

April 19, Saturday Easter Vigil
2:00 p.m. Youth Rehearsal and Dinner
5:30 p.m. Vigil and Easter Celebration of Holy Communion (possible baptism TBD)

April 20, Sunday, The Resurrection of Our Lord
No Faith Formation
10:30 a.m. Fellowship (possible Egg Hunt TBD?)
11:00 a.m. Worship and Holy Communion

FROM FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
The following supplies are needed for Sunday morning fellowship:
60z. or 8 0z. paper cups White paper napkins
Small paper plates Decaf K cups
Plastic forks & spoons (no knives)

Many thanks for all your help. The Fellowship Committee will be so grateful.
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Student Loan grants are available this year from the Endowment Fund. Applications are available from
Pam Moyer @ 610-670-5896 or the church office. Once an application is completed, please turn it in to
Pam Moyer's mail slot or the church office. Applications must be received by June 1st. Thank you.

Please remember in your prayers:

Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Eleanor Brossman’s daughter Kim, Daniel Hoppman, and
Ron Rush
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Mary DeLong, Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger,
Bob Kohler, Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, John & Margie Stine, and Kay
Weatherholtz.
The Military: John Kurtz (deployed to South Korea).
Family and Friends: Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Shirley Kerchner, Karen Kline, Fay Strickler, Karen, and
Linda.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family.

Please let us know when our prayers are answered so we can keep our prayer list current.

Prayer Chain
For confidential prayers for yourself or others,
call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary through February

Average Weekly Giving in 2025: $3,384.17
Average Weekly Giving in 2024: $3,907.47
Average Weekly Attendance in 2025: 66
Average Weekly Attendance in 2024: 79
Total expenses to date in 2025: $31,083.94
Total expenses to date in 2024: $32,301.24
Year to date giving: $27,073.35
Percentage of decrease in giving from 2024 to 2025: 8%
Percentage of decrease in expenses from 2024 to 2025: 9.4%
Synod Mission Support to date for 2025-$3000.00, 17% of $18,000.00 committed.
West Berks Mission Support to date for 2025--$100.00, 17% of $600.00 committed.

Thank you. It is your giving that enables Trinity to continue to do ministry as well as provide for the cost of
insurance, salaries and benefits, heat, air conditioning, worship and learning opportunities, engage in
outreach and evangelism initiatives andmissional programs. So, if you are able, please consider how you
might give in the weeks ahead. Note:" Major Property Expense Fund" is for large, future, expenses.

We will have a Lenten Fair following worship on April 6. This is just like the Advent Fun Shop except the
crafts are Lent and Easter crafts. We will eat lunch and then do crafts and drumming. Our Meal is
provided through a grant from Thrivent. Please sign up in the narthex to indicate you are coming and how
many in your family will be there. This event is for everyone. If you don’t want to do crafts, join us for
lunch and visit for a while.



Easter Plants/Flower continues in the narthex. Cost is $8.00‘ per plant for tulips, daffodils, and mums and
$9.00 per plant for lilies. Please put your envelope in the offering plate.

Upcoming Events
May 4-The Chancel Choir will be presenting a mini cantata, "Because He Lives", during our 11 AM
worship service. We invite anyone who would like to sing with the cantata to join us. Please let Carla
know if you would like to join us so we can arrange for additional rehearsal times.

Also later that same day, at 4 PM, Deacon Carol will be ordained into the Ministry of Word and
Service by Bishop deForest. Deacon Carol chose this date as it is the 15t anniversary of her
commissioning on 5/2/2010. This service will be held at Trinity and everyone is invited. The bell choir
and chancel choir will participate. This service will be followed by supper served by the Fellowship
Committee.

Picture from Painting of Sanctuary (Courtesy of Rick Lawry)
Temporary Ramp built to brigin lift to paint ceiling
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Watch for more pictures in the narthex and in future newsletters.



Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any humber of ways to do that: cut
your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . .. You are
free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after
worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.
Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place
it in the offering plate. Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to
provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s.

Altar Flower Sponsors for April: 4/6-Cindy Hassler-Schappel in memory of Heath'’s birthday, 4/13—
Barbara Debiec in honor of Jim Debiec’s 34t birthday, 4/20-Carol Koch in memory of her husband, Bob,
4/27-Kathy & Bob Bashore in honor of their wedding anniversary.

Bulletin Sponsors for April: 4/6-Cindy Hassler-Schappel in memory of Heath’s birthday, 4/13-Pastor Bruce
in honor of Pastor Julie’s birthday, 4/17 (Maundy Thursday), 4/18 (Good Friday), 4/19 (Easter Vigil), 4/20,
and 4/27-All Available. Please sign up in the book in the narthex.

Helpers for April
Altar Guild: Anne Marie Rinehimer and Cheyenne Loring

Communion Assistants: 4/6 & 4/27-Dawn Hickernell, 4/13-Cindy Hassler-Schappell and Kevin Kurtz,
4/20-Bob Bashore.

Acolytes: 4/6-Michael Weiler, 4/13-Betty Lou Franzen, 4/17 & 4/18-Barbara Debiec, 4/20-Caidyn
Schaeffer, 4/27-Owen Wentzel.

Lay Readers: 4/6-Carol Yachnik, 4/13-Dawn Hickernell, 4/20-Betty Lou Franzen, 4/27-Kay Stout.
Ushers: 4/6-Lawry, 4/13-Bashore, 4/20-Kurtz, 4/27-Given.

Sound System: 4/2-Scott Franzen, 4/6-Caidyn Schaeffer, 4/13- Michael Weiler, 4/17-Wendell Byler,
4/18-Scott Franzen, 4/19-Caidyn Schaeffer, 4/20-Stephanie Kurtz, 4/27-Wendell Byler.

Counters: 4/6-Rapely/Pirl-Roth, 4/13-Debiec/Rinehimer, 4/18-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 4/20-Franzen, 4/27-
Hassler-Schappell.

Snacks: 4/6-Cindy Hassler Schappell, 4/13, 4/20 and 4/20-available. Please sign up at the snack table.

Bulletin Assemblers: 4/2-Kathy Bashore, 4/9-Barbara Debiec, 4/16-Jerry Jarsocrak and Helen Hummel,
4/23-Sharon Black, 4/30-Marilyn Weatherholtz.

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members
Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Sharon Black 610-678-1713
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Ron Giangiacomo 610-670-1869
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161



Church Council Highlights for March
Approved $50.00 for CWHS Graduation party
State report will be filed (this is new requirement).
Looking into abandoned car on church parking lot.
Excellent job done on painting of nave and restoration of things. Kudos on the new lighting.
Next meeting of council is 4/15/25 @ 7:30 PM.

Burthday Miestones inApril
Carolyn Kurtz will be 96. Happy Birthday Carolyn.




