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Moving into May

| love the Easter season. Though busy, it's not as pressure filled as Lent. Lent is Bible studies,
double the worship services, Holy Week preparations . . . you get the picture. Depending on how late Easter
is (like this year), the season can bring warmer weather, the close of the school year, vacation plans begin
to form, and we transition into summer. | love it!

Of course, | love being outside working in the gardens and getting my porch and patio set up for
warm weather fun. And Bruce and | have the opportunity to go on some new adventures. We bought a
small camper! It will take some getting used to as | have always been a tent camper. In fact, it makes me a
little nervous to think about hauling our big, bulky home away from home down the highway. But I'm up for
it.

In fact, the Easter season always brings with it something new—perhaps an opportunity for new
insights and new ministries, as well as new adventures. It is in the risen Christ that the old is swept away
and we are reborn into something new and vital—like those new adventures! So, what do you think your
new-life adventure will be this Easter season?

I'm pretty sure we’ll be planning new Vacation Bible School ideas, three of our youth will be
confirmed in June. Our Northeast Pennsylvania Synod Assembly meets in May—a time for reorganizing and
revisioning the greater church of our synod. And Council will be coming together for their May retreat to do
some visioning and planning for Trinity as we take a look at Trinity over the next five years. In addition, the
hope is that a new furnace will be installed over the summer months.

So, what new things are calling out to you? What adventures are awaiting you? How will the Holy
Spirit be working in you? Where will the Holy Spirit be sending you? Keep us posted! Alleluia Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Blessings,
Pr. Julie

Please remember in your prayers:

Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Eleanor Brossman’s daughter Kim, Ron Rush, and John
Stine.

Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Bob Kohler,
Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, Margie Stine, and Kay Weatherholtz.

The Military: John Kurtz

Family and Friends: Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Shirley Kerchner, Karen Kline, Fay Strickler, Karen, and
Linda.

Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg

and his Family. Please let us know when to remove people from the prayer list.

John Kurtz has returned from his deployment to South Korea and is now back in Virginia.

Prayer Chain
For confidential prayers for yourself or others,
call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain.
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Student Loan grants are available this year from the Endowment Fund. Applications are available from
Stephanie Kurtz (610-780-6373) or the church office. Once an application is completed please return it to
Endowment mail slot or the church office. Applications must be received by June 1st. Thank you.

Thank you to all who helped with Lenten Fair on April 6-Helen Hummel and Kathy Lawry for using Thrivent
Grant Money to purchase food for our meal and arrange and serve it. And to our crafters- Searfoss, Karen
Houck, Kathy & Izannah Bashore, Cheyenne Loring, Beth Byler, Betty Shaeffer & Harmony Wentzel, Lori
Shoumlisky, and Elaine Briner. You are all just amazing and | thank you for always being so willing to lend
a hand.

Thank you to Juliana Clery, Jim and Bonnie Giamotti’s daughter, for carrying on the tradition of the
Wenrich, Hain, Porter and Giamotti families by providing flowers on Easter Sunday (4/20) for the Sunday
School teachers and children. Also thanks to Cindy Hassler-Schappell for providing chocolate crosses for
the children as well.
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Mother’s Day--May 11t

And then the following Day
Mother and Children Banquet

Monday, May 12th
6:15 PM
All the women of the church plus children, male or female are invited to our annual banquet.
Chef Tedd Hickernell is preparing the meal. | feel sure we can expect the men will be providing some
good homemade desserts as well.
Entertainment following provided by the Conrad Weiser High School Jazz Band and Choraliers.
If you just want to hear the music, come to the narthex around 7:30. Many of their parents do this so you
will not be alone. This is wonderful 30 to 45 minute concert.
Sign up sheet in the narthex.



%, Trinity Strawberry Festival 2025

Please reserve the date of Saturday June 14, 2025, 3:30—7:30 pm
for enjoying the Festival. We need about 60 volunteers for that day as well as
lots of hungry, happy folks to take in the music, play games, chat, and eat.
Sunday May 18 will be Strawberry Sign-up “Sundae” when you can sign a
volunteer sheet, so we know how and when you would like to help.

We will also need your help donating gently used stuffed animals,
homemade baked goods, and costume jewelry. Look for future announcements
about where and when to bring them.

Our proceeds will go to the Trinity Community Response Fund
which helps people in need within and through out our community.
When you know of a family or individual in need of financial =
assistance to weather a burden of hardship or medical crisis, P (et
please bring it to the attention of someone on the Mutual Ministry
commitiee (who is that??...check the Trinity Annual Report).
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Your Strawberry Festival Task Force

e Collecting Books, Media, and Plants for the Strawberry Festival on June 14. If you have any of these
items place them outside Pastor's office. Thank you!

e Barbara Debiec needs aluminum cans with lids for the Strawberry Festival Raffle. If you have some,
please put in the church Library on the table or counter and Barb will get them.

e If you are planning to donate a raffle item, please contact Barbara Debiec @488-599-1057.
Baskets must be received by June 8th unless there are perishable items. Place your items in the
library.

e Strawberry Festival Games - If you are interested in donating gently used or new stuffed animals as
game prizes, please contact Stefanie Steffey @ 484-721-1161 or Barbara Debiec @ 484-599-
1057.

On Sunday May 4th, the Chancel Choir presents "Because He Lives" during our 11AM worship service. A
huge thank you to all of the Chancel Choir members! We started working on this cantata in January. Please
come and hear this musical Easter message!

During the summer, we invite anyone who would like to share special music to sign-up in the narthex. This
can be solos, duets, ensembles, instrumental, choral. Carla is very happy to work with you.

Please add any hymn requests to the list in the narthex. We will continue to plan the hymn requests during
the year to fit with the lectionary and church season.
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How are We Doing?

Trinity’s Financial Summary through March
Average Weekly Giving in 2025: $3,264.16
Average Weekly Giving in 2024: $3,988.71
Average Weekly Attendance in 2025: 70
Average Weekly Attendance in 2024: 98
Total expenses to date in 2025: $45,992, 46
Total expenses to date in 2024: $49,723.84
Year to date giving: $42438.60
Percentage of decrease in giving from 2024 to 2025: 8%
Percentage of decrease in expenses from 2024 to 2025: 9.2%
Synod Mission Support to date for 2025-$4500.00, 25% of $18,000.00 committed.
West Berks Mission Support to date for 2025--$150.00, 25% of
$600.00 committed.
Thank you. It is your giving that enables Trinity to continue to do
ministry as well as provide for the cost of insurance, salaries and
benefits, heat, air conditioning, worship and learning
opportunities, engage in outreach and evangelism initiatives and
missional programs. So, if you are able, please consider how you
might give in the weeks ahead. Note:" Major Property Expense Fund" is for large, future, expenses.
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Sign up for geraniums for Pentecost (6/8) wiIIbegiri on 5/18. Sign up sheet in narthex. Cost-$3.00.
Geraniums will be planted in church garden after use in church

Our Academic year is winding down with one month to go. lt's hard to believe it's time
to think about Registration for the 2025-2026 school year. Please tell your neighbors and
friends with children ages 3 to 5 years about our faith-based programs. They can call the 610-
781-8132 for a tour and more details.

The 2025-2026 tuitions for 2-day, 3-day morning classes are $130 and $170, respec-
tively, per month. The offering of a unique “Full-day Pre-K Thursday” is an additional $85
per month.

As always, registration forms, brochures, and more information about tuition, fees, and
class schedules are available on our website www.irinitywernersville.org. and the office hall-
way bulletin board.

—-Mrs. Franzen



Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any humber of ways to do that: cut
your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . .. You are
free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after
worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.
Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place
it in the offering plate. Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to
provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s.

Altar Flower Sponsors for May: 5/4-Carol Koch in memory of her mother, 5/11-Franzens in honor of
David’s and Benjen’s birthdays, 5/18-Kathy & Bob Bashore in honor of Izannah’s birthday.

Bulletin Sponsors for May: 5/4-Betty Schaeffer in honor of Harmony Wentzel’s 48t birthday and Caidyn
Schaeffer’'s 16t birthday, 5/11-Mary Young in memory of her mother, Grace, who gave birth to Mary 84
years ago today, 5/18-available. Please sign up in the notebook in the narthex.

Helpers for May
Altar Guild: Cheri Giangiacomo

Communion Assistants: 5/4 (AM) & 5/18-Barbara Debiec, 5/11-Caidyn Schaeffer, 5/25-no communion,
6/1-Michael Weiler.

Acolytes: 5/4 (AM)-Tedd Hickernell5/4 (PM)-Barb Debiec, 5/11-Sam Shoumlisky, 5/18-Arianna Sitlinger,
5/25-Cheyenne Loring

Lay Readers: 5/4-Beth Byler, 5/11-Stefanie Steffey & Cheyenne Loring, 5/18-Cindy Hassler, 5/25-Helen
Hummel, 6/1-Deacon Carol

Ushers: 5/4 (AM)-Lawry, 5/4 (PM)-Bob Bashore, 5/11-Bashore, 5/18-Kurtz, 5/25-Given, 6/1-Lawry.

Sound System: 5/4 (AM)- Michael Weiler, 5/4 (PM)-Scott Franzen, 5/11-Caidyn Schaeffer, 5/18-
Stephanie Kurtz, 5/25-Wendell Byler, 6/1-Caidyn Schaeffer.

Counters: 5/4-Rapely/Pirl-Roth, 5/11-Debiec/Rinehimer, 5/18-Hummel/Jarsocrak, 5/25-Franzen, 6/1-
Hassler-Schappell.

Snacks: 5/4-Beth Byler, 5/11-available, 5/18-Bashore, 5/25-available. Please sign up at the snack table.

Bulletin Assemblers: 5/8-Amy Strunk, 5/13-Cindy Hassler-Schappell, 5/21-Mary Young, 5/28-Betty
Schaeffer

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members
Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Sharon Black 610-678-1713
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Ron Giangiacomo 610-670-1869
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161



Church Council Highlights for April
Looking into engaging a payroll service,
Pete has officially retired as of end of April & Wendell will assume full responsibility as of 5/1.
Still have abandoned car in parking lot & we are looking to have it towed.
Pamela Moyer has resigned as treasurer of Endowment Committee.
Gathering quotes for new furnace.

Biurthday Milestones in May
Mary Young will be 84, Frank Krick will be 85, Joan Kava will be 96. Jane Pfennig will be 86, Robert Youse
will be 83, Helen Hummel will be 87, Anne Marie Rinehimer will be 80, Elaine Briner will be 82, and Ann
Sentz will be 83. Happy Birthday to all of you. Appears that May is a good month to be born when it
comes to longevity.




