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Remember Your Baptism!

Rain, rain, go away . . . oh well. Just another soggy June day as | write this. And yet, the water
nourishes and replenishes the earth—and us! As | told a number of people on the day of the Strawberry
Festival just as the rain came tumbling down, “Remember your baptism!” We laughed at the “joke,” but
Martin Luther would have agreed. After all, he said we should remember our baptisms every time we wash
our faces. Why not when we get rained on, too?

And boy did | get rained on! It has been a long time since | simply let myself get drenched in the
rain. But | did the day of the Strawberry Festival when | hurriedly began to cover up the books on the book
table and a waterfall ran off our canopy top and down my back. You see, once you accept the fact that you
are already wet you can just relax and submit to the rain washing over you.

I think baptism is like that, too. You see, most of us were too little to actually remember our
baptisms, we have to get used to the idea that we really were baptized. When it finally all clicks, we say yes
to it, and we affirm our baptisms at confirmation. That is, we can relax and submit to what God is doing in
us and for us knowing that we are each truly washed in the promises of Jesus Christ and are called to
follow through on the promises made at the font.

So, we remember our baptisms—and not just on rainy days. This summer as you cool off in the
community pool, or at the shore, or wherever you dip your toes, remember your baptism! Feel the water
drench your head, cascade over your shoulders, and know that you are cleansed in the living water of
Jesus Christ.

Your sin has been washed away, you are made clean, set upright, nourished on bread and juice,
and sent out. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we are directed into a world where injustice abounds—and for
many—God'’s love feels like a distant oasis that can never be reached. The world is thirsty—thirsty for
everlasting living water, thirsty for justice, thirsty for acceptance, thirsty for others to see them for who they
truly are.

Sometimes the work of bringing water to a parched people is challenging. We feel like salmon
swimming up-river—like we are drowning rather than floating—like we’re treading water as fast as we can
though we can barely keep our noses above it. And though the water may seem too deep, our baptismal
promises are a life-raft urging us to be soaked in God’s word, to be immersed in community and worship,
to saturate others in the good news in all we say and do, to be flooded by the Holy Spirit, to be awash in a
life of discipleship following Jesus’ example, and quench the thirst for justice and peace in all the world.

But most importantly, never swim alone. Think of all those you know who are baptized—family,
friends—and more. There’s a whole New Testament full of people who have jumped in the water before you
and join you as the Great (Thunder) Cloud of Witnesses! All these accompany you on life’s ship as we sail
together over waters both calm and stormy.

Besides, if Jesus can pull Peter out of the briny waves, he can hold onto you, too. We never swim
alone. We are always accompanied by the whole people of God in Christ Jesus. So, this summer, go boldly
into the water whether rain, pool, pond, lake, or sea. Know that God loves you, Jesus swims beside you,
and the Holy Spirit keeps you buoyant. And no matter how stormy it gets, remember your baptism for you
are a child of God awash in living water!

Blessings,
Pastor Julie
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Favorite Hymns!
Please add any favorite hymn requests to the list in the narthex. The hymn requests can be for any season
and from hymnals other than the ELW. The favorite hymn requests will be included to fit with the scriptures
and theme for our worship services during the year. We will indicate the date each hymn request will be
included on the list in the narthex.

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Eleanor Brossman’s daughter Kim, Daniel Hoppman, Ron
Rush, Betty Schaeffer.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Bob Kohler,
Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, John & Margie Stine, and Kay Weatherholtz.
The Military: John Kurtz
Family and Friends: Vicki Fair, Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Shirley Kerchner, Karen Kline, Eileen Rhoad,
Fay Strickler Karen, and Linda.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family.

Please let us know when to remove people from the prayer list.

Prayer Chain
For confidential prayers for yourself or others,
call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain.

How are We Doing?
Trinity’s Financial Summary through May
Average Weekly Giving in 2025: $3,584.00
Average Weekly Giving in 2024: $3,666.00
Average Weekly Attendance in 2025: 85
Average Weekly Attendance in 2024: 96
Total expenses to date in 2025: $78,063.41
Total expenses to date in 2024: $80,828.64
Year to date giving: $75,269.72
Percentage of decrease in giving from 2024 to 2025: 2%
Percentage of decrease in expenses from 2024 to 2025: 9%
Synod Mission Support to date for 2025-$7500.00, 42% of $18,000.00 committed.
West Berks Mission Support to date for 2025--$250.00, 42% of $600.00 committed.
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Thank you. It is your giving that enables Trinity to continue to do

ministry as well as provide for the cost of insurance, salaries and

benefits, heat, air conditioning, worship and learning

opportunities, engage in outreach and evangelism initiatives and

missional programs. So, if you are able, please consider how you

might give in the weeks ahead. Note:" Major Property Expense Fund" is for large, future, expenses.

Confirmation pictures
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Stay tuned for more pictures of Pete’s retirement and Strawberry Festival in August newsletter.



Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any humber of ways to do that: cut
your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . .. You are
free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after
worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.
Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place
it in the offering plate. Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to
provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s.

We need an altar flower sponsor for 7/6 and bulletin sponsors for 7/6, 7/13, and 7/20. Please sign up in
the book in the narthex.

Altar Flower Sponsors for July: 7/6-available, 7/13-Betty Schaeffer in honor of Matthew Wentzel's
birthday, 7/20-Franzens in memory of Betty Lou’s parent’s, Pauline & Sylvan Colove anniversary, 7/27-Pat
Zerby in memory of her dad, William Stein.

Bulletin Sponsors for July: 7/6-available, 7/13- available, 7/20-available, 7/27-Pat Zerby in memory of
her dad, William Stein.

Helpers for July
Altar Guild: Betty Lou Franzen

Communion Assistant: 7/6-Ka Stout, 7/13-Quentin Light, 7/20-Alexis Shoumlisky, 7/27-Cindy Hassler-
Schappell.

Acolytes: 7/6-Kay Stout, 7/13-Quentin Light, 7/20-Betty Lou Franzen, 7/27-Michael Weiler.

Lay Readers: 7/6-Betty Lou Franzen, 7/13-Allison Given, 7/20-Charlotte Moyer, 7/27-Elaine Briner
Ushers: 7/6-Lawry, 7/13-Bashore, 7/20-Kurtz, 7/27-Given,

Sound System: 7/6- Caidyn Schaeffer, 7/13- Stephanie Kurtz,, 7/20-Michael Weiler, 7/27- Scott Franzen.

Counters: 7/6-Hassler/Schappell, 7/13 Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 7/20-Debiec/Rinehimer, 7/27-
Hummel/Jarsocrak.

Snacks: 7/6-Pat Zerby, 7/13-open, 7/20-open, 7/27-open

Bulletin Assemblers: 7/2- Connie Fritz, 7/9-Laura Krick, 7/16-Kathy Bashore, 7/23-Barb Debiec, 7/30-
Jarsocraks

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members
Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Sharen Black 610-678-1713
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Ron Giangiacomo 610-670-1869
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161



Church Council Highlights for June
e Organ to be repaired after lightning strike.
e Deacon Carol is preparing weekly activity bags for children to be used during worship with take
home books and children’s bulletins.
e Budget requests for 2026 have been sent to all committees & task forces and are due 10/5/2025.
e Pastor Drew will be here on 10/12.
e There have been 2 disbursements from Community Response Fund.
e Next Council Mtg. is Tuesday, August 19t @ 7:30 PM. There is no July meeting.

Birthday Midestones ivv July
Sharon Gring will be 83 and Carol Yachnik will be 84. Pastor Susan Fox will be 80, Pete Schmehl will be
82. Happy Birthday to all of you.




