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“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree 

planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 

are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit” (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
 They cut off the final big piece of tree trunk as close to the ground as they could, and with a 

massive diesel truck and its big metallic swinging arm, they hooked onto the last bit of tree and levied it 

into the back of their truck.  

 The place where our aged wild cherry stood now seems ugly and bare. The shade and abiding 

peace it had provided are gone. And I know it sounds overly dramatic, but I am grieving its loss. There is 

something holy and sacred about trees—especially one as ancient and towering as this one was.  

 I asked my daughter, “Do you think trees fell pain? Do you think it is suffering, or do you think it is 

ready to go? When I visit people who are very old and have reached the end of their life journeys, they tell 

me they are “ready,” often wondering why they are still here. My daughter said, “I think there is relief. It 

was dying, so think of it like the Giving Tree.” (You remember, that wonderful Shel Silverstein book of 

giving, taking, life and death.) 

 Perhaps she is right. Throughout all of God’s creation there is always birth, life, death, beginnings 

and endings, celebrations and sorrow. Today there is sorrow in my house for the wild cherry is gone. I want 

to believe she was, “ready.”  

 And yes, she had cherries. And like any fruit tree, it had good years and not so good years 

depending on rain, sun, temperature. The harvest wasn’t always bountiful. And yet, other years cherries 

dropped off enough to produce several pies a day, though in truth, we never ate her cherries. The birds 

loved them.  

 I don’t know how old she was. Eighty years? One hundred? Still, every year the cherries came. She 

never failed to produce the one thing she was born to do. Grow fruit.  

You know, we are born to grow fruit, too. And like the cherry, we have some years that are better 

than others. It depends on how much watering and sun we each receive. Some years are dry years and 

others are fertile and wet; and when they are, we find ourselves dripping with clusters of sweet, juicy fruit. 

Those are the good years.  

 But even in our worst drought-ridden years, there is still fruit to bear. It might look different from 

other years, but there is always something to produce—always something to share. For—like the cherry 

tree—we are planted by God, fertilized by the Holy Spirit, and nurtured by Jesus Christ.  

The prophet, Jeremiah, writes, “blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in 

him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear 

when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear 

fruit.” That’s you and me.  

 I think this year—so far—has been a good year. There’s been a lot of rain. But the days have been 

warm, and the cherries in this last season came as they’ve always come. Bearing good fruit is a 

celebration of life even when the journey of living has been completed. 

 After the tree service left, I went outside to see the “remains.” They had sawn off the stump almost 

level with the ground. So much sawdust everywhere. How do you clean that up? Maybe you don’t. Maybe 

it’s like the roots. The roots remain. They always will. When roots run deep and wide, they become 

permanent. Their legacy is forever. Having supported and fortified the tree, its erstwhile roots having 

slurped up precious nutrients and moisture, in time, those same roots will decay and return to the earth 

themselves becoming a source of nourishment and life for other plants and animals.  
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 As followers of Jesus, our roots run deep and forever, too. They stretch far and wide giving us 

support, seeking water and nourishment. And it is this anchoring in which our faith flourishes and grows 

producing thickets of densly hanging fruit from our branches. It is this bounty that enables us to be givers—

like the Giving Tree—because that is what we are grown to do even when drought comes. And on the last 

day, we rejoice in what has been, what has been shared, and in whose branches we now rest.  

 May God’s gracious sun and water pour out upon us, may our our roots run deep, our leaves stay 

green, and our fruit grow sweet and bountiful. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Julie 

 

Music News 
Drumming and Ice Cream! All ages are invited to try drumming Wednesday 8/20, drop in between 5:30PM 

and 7PM. You will also have the opportunity to play other percussion and rhythm instruments and enjoy 

some ice cream!  And if you are interested in learning to play handbells you will have an opportunity to 

learn handbell techniques at 7:15.   
 

Favorite Hymn Requests! Please add your favorite hymn requests to the list in the narthex. The hymn 

requests can be for any season and from hymnals other than the ELW. The favorite hymn requests will be 

included to fit with the scriptures and theme for our worship services during the year. We will indicate the 

date each hymn request will be included on the list in the narthex.  
 

Joyful Rhythms rehearsals will resume Wednesday September 24th at 6:30PM. Come join us for fellowship 

and fun as we drum and play other percussion instruments! No prior instrumental experience is needed, 

and you do not need to know how to read music to join us.  
 

Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume Wednesday September 24th at 2:00PM and 7:30PM. We invite 

teens and adults who like to sing to come join us! You do not need to know how to read music to sing with 

us. Please come to the rehearsal time that works best for you!  
 

Trinity Strawberry Festival 2025 

 

The Strawberry Festival Task Force included: 

Baked Goods - Sharen Black    Coordinator & Entertainment – Betty Lou Franzen 

Council liaison – BL Franzen    Food – Beth Byler, Tedd Hickernell, Cheryl Machemer 

Finances – Dawn Hickernell     Games – Stefanie Steffey & Cheyenne Loring  

French Fries - Bob Bashore     Publicity - Bob Bashore, Kerri Searfoss, Michael Weiler 

Jewelry – Kathy & Izannah Bashore   Raffles —- Barbara Debiec  

Volunteers – BL Franzen,     Set up — Scott Franzen and Property Committee  

Books, Plants, & More — Pastors Julie and Bruce Osterhout  
 

Festival day was Saturday June 14, 2025, and the weather was cloudy, with occasional showers in the 

morning and early afternoon and temps in the 70”s. Starting at 3:30 pm, we had a continuous flow of 

visitors as the rain had stopped at about 2:30. Unfortunately, the rain started to pour at about 6:50 pm 

and we scurried to keep things dry. The majority of the food had already been sold, because Tedd 

Hickernell”s Smoked Barbecue Pork was so popular that we ran out of Pork before 6:00 pm. A new menu 

item was the Meal Deal: Pork Sandwich, Pit Baked Beans, and “new item” Smoked Mac & Cheese, which 

was very popular and we ran out of the sides soon after 5 pm. Many people bought takeout, which we were 

prepared for this year.  
 

Entertainment was provided by Tedd Hickernell on guitar at 4:00 pm and The Trinity Sunday School 

Orchestra at 6:00 pm.  
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New this year was the Books, Plants, and More stand hosted by the Osterhouts. Also, Stefanie designed a 

new lay out for the games and prize tents that worked well. And, at the Raffles, Bar bara tried a new 

system of assigning a number to each guest’s name which also worked well.  
 

Our proceeds of $4759 resulted in a contribution of $2110 to the Trinity Community Response Fund after 

expenses. Also, many generous contributions by the task force amounting to more than $1,000 in 

donations of goods are not reflected in the aforementioned figures. Without these dona tions, the rest of 

the congregation’s donations of prizes, raffle baskets, baked goods, jewelry, books, and the hundreds of 

hours of volunteer time, we could not have such a successful festival.  

 

Thank you, everyone! Next year’s festival is scheduled for Saturday June 13, 2026, 3:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 

Mark your calendar!  

 

Submitted by Betty Lou Franzen 

 

Card Ministry 

Trinity is starting a new card ministry. We want to recognize people's birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, 

etc . . . as well as send words of encouragement to those who are grieving, unwell, or recovering. Cards will 

be sent on behalf of the Trinity Lutheran Wernersville Family. If you would like us to acknowledge your 

special day, or request a card for someone in need, please contact Cindy Hassler Schappell @   

dolfan04@icloud.com or Cheri Giangiacomo @ Boxerlucky119@gmail.com. Or simply leave a request on 

the church answering machine: 610-678-1782 

 
Please remember in your prayers: 
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Daniel Hoppman, Ron Rush, Betty Schaeffer and John 

Stine.   

Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Bob Kohler, 

Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, Margie Stine, and Kay Weatherholtz.   

The Military: John Kurtz.   
Family and Friends: Justin Audet, Eleanor Brossman’s daughter Kim, Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Karen 

Kline, Bronwyn Morgan, Eileen Rhoad, Fay Strickler, Doug Sutliffe, Karen, and Linda.   
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family.    

Please let us know when to remove people from the prayer list. 

 

Prayer Chain 

For confidential prayers for yourself or others,  

call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain. 

 
Honoring Pete Schmehl on his retirement as church treasurer after 30 + years of service 
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Strawberry Festival Pictures                                                                                  
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Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship 
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00.  The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00.    If you 

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any number of ways to do that: cut 

your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . . . You are 

free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after 

worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.  

Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place 

it in the offering plate.  Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to 

provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s. 

We need a bulletin sponsor for 8/31.  Please sign up in the book in the narthex. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsors for August: 8/3-Barbara Debiec in memory of Rich’s birthday, 8/10-Carol Koch in 

memory of her father, Rev. William H. Marburger, 8/17-Kathy & Rick Lawry in honor of their wedding 

anniversary, 8/24-Dave & Sue Fox, 8/31-Mary Young in memory of her wedding anniversary. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors for August: 8/3-Barbara Debiec in memory of Rich’s birthday, 8/10-Pat Zerby in honor 

of her 71st birthday, 8/17-Evans Family in honor of their family, 8/24-Sandy Miller in memory of her father, 

a WWII veteran, 8/31-available 
 

Helpers for August 
Altar Guild: Cheyenne Loring 
 

Communion Assistant: 8/3-Kerri Searfoss, 8/10-Sam Shoumlisky, 8/17-Kathy Lawry, 8/24-Betty Lou 

Franzen, 8/31-Bob Bashore. 
 

Acolytes: 8/3-Barb Debiec, 8/10-Owen Wentzel, 8/17-Cheyenne Loring, 8/24-Kay Stout, 8/31-Bob 

Bashore. 
 

Lay Readers: 8/3-Kay Stout, 8/10-Pat Zerby, 8/17-Dawn Hickernell, 8/24-Caidyn Schaeffer, 8/31-

Michael Weiler 

 

Ushers: 8/3-Bashore, 8/10-Lawry, 8/17-Kurtz, 8/24-Given, 8/31-Shoumlisky. 
 

Sound System: 8/3-Caidyn Schaeffer, 8/10-Wendell Byler, 8/17-Michael Weiler, 8/24-Stephanie Kurtz, 

8/31-Scott Franzen 

Counters: 8/3- Debiec/Rinehimer, 8/10-Hassler-Schappell, 8/17-Rapley/Pirl-Roth, 8/24-Franzen, 8/31-

Franzen 

 

Snacks: 8/3-Sharen Black, 8/10-Pat Zerby, 8/17-Given’s, 8/24-Cherie Giagiacomo, 8/31-open 

 

Bulletin Assemblers: 8/6-Helen Hummel, 8/13-Sharen Black, 8/20-Marilyn Weatherholtz, 8/27-Betty 

Schaeffer, 9/4-Amy Strunk. 
 

Newsletter Assembly:  Kathy Lawry 

 
Church Council Members 

Bob Bashore, President   484-336-3638 
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President  610-781-8132 

Sharen Black  610-678-1713 

Beth Byler   610-781-2161 

Ron Giangiacomo  610-670-1869 

Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549  

Helen Hummel   610-678-1377 

Kevin Kurtz   610-413-5240  
Stefanie Steffey   484-721-1161 



 

 

 

 
Birthday Milestones in August 

Kay Hassler will be 85, Laura Krick will be 82, Nancy Moyer will be 83, and Bob Wilkinson will be 82.  

Happy Birthday to all of you.   

 

 

Thank You 

To everyone who donated a raffle item for the Strawberry Festival.  Again, we had some great items.   

Barbara Debiec, Chairperson 

 


