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“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your

welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
(Jer. 29:11)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR A
CONGREGATIONAL LONG-RANGE PLANNING MEETING
AFTER WORSHIP ON OCTOBER 12™

| won't lie to you. It’s a hard time to be the church right now. Remember days gone by—I'm talking
sixty or seventy years worth of days gone by—maybe longer than that. Remember when there were worship
services with several hundred attending, Sunday Schools with as many kids, booming youth groups, church
baseball, volleyball, and bowling teams, Wednesday and Thursday night church dinners, church choirs with
40 or 50 people in them? The list could go on.

At our annual spaghetti dinner this year (we served close to 120 meals) one woman asked me how
many people we worship on a Sunday morning—although | knew what her real question was, "Are you a
dying congregation or a vital congregation?” | told her we worship between 60 and 80 people on a Sunday
morning depending on the Sunday and the season. | also told her, if everyone who attends all came on the
same Sunday we’d have about 100 people in worship. She was impressed.

This woman is a lifetime member of a once thriving Lutheran congregation that now worships
approximately 10 people on a Sunday morning. Sadly, her experience is more and more the norm rather
than the exception. The “state of the church” is a complex and sensitive issue for many congregations. So
many factors go into determining what makes a vital and growing congregation. Trinity is a thriving
congregation.

Not long ago | was asked by a our associate to the bishop, What makes Trinity the thriving
congregation it is? | mentioned a lot of things, but here are five that come to mind:

1. We are willing to make changes that create worship and educational experiences that are
relevant to these changing times.

2. We care deeply for one another—we take care of one another.

3. We are truly a welcoming congregation. We are good at making people feel at home through
fellowship and conversation.

4. We are mission oriented. We try to do those things our baptisms call us to do.

5. We take seriously the call to gather weekly for word and sacrament. We recognize the
significance of what it means to be nourished and sent into the world to share the good news—to be
transformed by the love and grace of Jesus Christ.

It is important that we do not take these things for granted. And as good stewards of this church
family and with an eye to the future, we must begin to consider Trinity’ future over the next five years. And
so, a Long-Range Planning Team is “under construction.”

This Long-Range planning will not be the sole responsibility of a limited number of people but will
engage the entirety of the congregation. In order to kick start this engagement, The Reverend Drew Neidig,
former associate to the bishop for East and West Berks, will join us after worship on Sunday, October 12th


http://www.trinity/

to discuss the state of the church both locally and synodically as well as the steps the synod is taking to
support struggling congregations and prepare stronger congregations for the years ahead. There will also
be opportunity for us to ask questions and talk. Please make time in your schedule to be there as we take
the first steps in preparing a solid future for Trinity.

The prophet Jeremiah writes, “For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the LORD, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”

Blessings,
Pr. Julie

Thank Yow

To-the: mawy people who-prayed for me; sent cawrds and/or texted me over the
last several weeks. It meant the world to-me; even though my sight was limited
for the first week or so-following surgery. Nervers were transferved from my eor
lobe to- somewhere around my right eye so-that I could raise my eyebrows ands
close my eye. I thought that meant I could come home and read and plavy
games o my I Pad to-my heawt's confent. Instead I was tearing constantly
and the docotor told me I needed to-rest my eyes as I had major facial surgery
and it would take o while . The surgeon told my sister and I that the surgery
was successful . I howe my post surgical appointiment this coming Thursday. A
very special thank yow to-Rick and Kathy Lawry who-have taken my sister and I
to- my Doctor appointmenty in Radnor, Scany inWest Chester, and to-the
hospital for surgery in Philadelphiov and thenw home afew days later. Also-ov
special shout out to-Cherie Giangiacomo-and Kay Stout who- have been ny
nurses for the last monthvand o half: One or the the other comes to- my house
or meety me at the chuwchv office and cleans my wound, puts onw a bandage
whew needed,; etc. Thanks also-to-Pastor Julie for visiting in the hospital at
Philadelphia the day following surgery. Deacow Carol

Card Ministry
Trinity has started a new card ministry. We want to recognize people's birthdays, anniversaries,
graduations, etc . . . as well as send words of encouragement to those who are grieving, unwell, or
recovering. Cards will be sent on behalf of the Trinity Lutheran Wernersville Family. If you would like us to
acknowledge your special day, or request a card for someone in need, please contact Cindy Hassler
Schappell @ dolfan04@icloud.com or Cheri Giangiacomo @ Boxerlucky119@gmail.com. Or simply leave a
request on the church answering machine: 610-678-1782

Please remember in your prayers:
Members who are sick or recently hospitalized: Karen Houck, Deacon Carol, Ron Rush, and Cindy Hassler-
Schappell.
Members who are homebound or in care facilities: Sharon Gring, Joan Kava, Diane Klinger, Bob Kohler,
Carolyn Kurtz, Janice Lamm, Betty Reber, Pat Sickles, and John & Margie Stine.
The Military: John Kurtz
Family and Friends: Justin Audet, Eleanor Brossman’s daughter Kim, Arline G, Delores Hickernell, Karen
Kline, Bronwyn Morgan, Eileen Rhoad, Fay Strickler, Doug Sutliffe, Amy Strunk’s dad-Richard Zimmerman,
Karen, and Linda.
Special Ministries: Our missionary in Tanzania-Stephen Friberg and his Family

Please let us know when to remove people from the prayer list.
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Prayer Chain
For confidential prayers for yourself or others,
call Mary Young at 610-678-4470 to activate the prayer chain.

Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship
The cost of sponsoring the flowers is $45.00. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins is $15.00. If you

choose, you may decide how you want to sponsor flowers. There are any number of ways to do that: cut
your own when appropriate, provide potted plants or flowers like mums, poinsettias, lilies, etc. . .. You are
free to design your own arrangements. As always you may take your arrangements home with you after
worship. You may also request we use our own artificial flowers and donate the $45 to the general fund.
Or please feel free to purchase them the traditional way: simply sign up, put $45 in an envelope, and place
it in the offering plate. Most importantly, you must indicate on the flower sign up if you are going to
provide flowers yourself so Barbara knows not to order them from Royer’s.

We need bulletin sponsor for October 5th & 12th. Please sign up in the book in the narthex.

Altar Flower Sponsors for October: 10/5-Cherie & Ron Giangiacomo in memory of Dawn Giangiacomo,
10/12-Franzens in honor of Laura’s & Kara’s birthdays, 10/19-Terry & Connie Fritz in honor of their 64t
wedding anniversary, 10/26-Hummel Family in memory of Dick.

Bulletin Sponsors for October: 10/5 and 10/12-available, 10/19-Terry & Connie Fritz in honor of their
64t wedding anniversary, 10/26-Hummel Family in memory of Dick.

Helpers for October
Altar Guild: Cherie Giangiacomo

Communion Bread: Beth Byler

Communion Assistant: 10/12-Alexis Shoumlisky, 10/19-Kay Stout 9/28-Harmony Wentzel.

Acolytes: 10/5-Quentin Light, 10/12-Alexis Shoumlisky 10/19-Betty Lou Franzen, 10/26-Tedd Hickernell.
Lay Readers: 10/5-Kathy Lawry, 10/12-Kelly Light, 10/19-Mike Weiler, 10/26-Helen Hummel.

Ushers: 10/5-Lawry, 10/12-Bashore, 10/19-Kurtz, 10/26-Given

Sound System: 10/5-Scott Franzen, 10/12-Wendell Byler, 10/19- Michael Weiler, 10/26-Caidyn
Schaeffer
Counters: 10/5-Hummel/Jarsorak, 10/12-Franzens, 10/19-Hassler-Schappel, 10/26-Rapley/Pirl-Roth

Snacks: 10/5-Beth Byler, 10/12-Franzens, 10/19-Pat Zerby, 10/26-Betty Schaeffer & Harmony Wentzel

Bulletin Assemblers: 10/1-Kathy Lawry, 10/8-Laura Krick. 10/15-Kathy Bashore, 10/22-Barb Debiec,
10/29-Jerry & Lynda Jarsocrak.

Newsletter Assembly: Kathy Lawry

Church Council Members



Bob Bashore, President 484-336-3638
Betty Lou Franzen, Vice President 610-781-8132
Sharen Black 610-678-1713
Beth Byler 610-781-2161
Ron Giangiacomo 610-670-1869
Dawn Hickernell 717-507-3549
Helen Hummel 610-678-1377
Kevin Kurtz 610-413-5240
Stefanie Steffey 484-721-1161

Birthday Midestones inv October
Margie Stine will be 84, Ron Giangiacomo will be 80 and Albert Pfennig will be 88, John Stine will be 86.
Eleanor Brossman will be 88 and Daniel Hoppman, Jr. will be 95. Happy Birthday to all of you.

Church Council Highlights for September
1. 2026 Endowment Budget Approved
2. Approved new signers for the ELCA investment accounts
3. The Spaghetti Dinner served about 120 meals
4. The new furnace installation has been completed
5. There will be a congregational meeting Sept. 21 to approve the spending of $6000 for tree removal
around the back parking lot.



